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His Relation., which can- 
not bur diverciſe you, may 
ſerve for Inſtrucion, .to 
many people, who talk at 
prefent of the Court of Rome, - and 
rorment themſelves ro dilcover the 
Caules and Conſequences 'of the 
Murther committed on the Ambal- 
iadour of France. Truly, that., ac 
was very ſtrange; a great. King ro 


be outragioufly wronged out of a 
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Frolick, and thoſe Sage Worldlings 
ſeern to have renounced both their 
Honour and Judgement, ſince they 
yet ſpeak of it ſcoffingly ;_they fan- 
cy and ſay, All will be made up 
again 3 thar the buſineſs ar Jaſt will 
come to a Negotiation , where the 
French cannor fail of having ſatisfa- 
Gon : How can thole wile- Heads 
ponder ſo long upon one thing ? 
they will cut themſelves one fome 
other work; they will evaporate their 
Choler in ſinging fine Songs of us, 
their fury will vaniſh, and he thar 
had the blows may bear them; the 
King ſhall be fatisfied wich the 
banging vp of three or four Carch- 
pole Serjeants; and if at laſt, thoſe 
raſh ones ſhould pur the buſineſs 
home, the Emperour and other 
Princes, whom the Pope is ſure of, 
'will not fail their Holy Mother at 
her need : and then do they count 
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Dearcatury. 
:t nothing ro have Eight Red Hats 
to beſtow, and with the which they 
might 3 But let thoſe Mi- 
niſters Rand faſt? If the wound can 
be healed with words, ſo much the 
berter, thoſe Bagatels will ſerve. 
However, Sir, I do nor think I ac- 
quit my ſelfe of what I owe you, 
nor do I pretend you ſhould be ob- 
liged ro me, when I preſent you 
with a Book that comes from your 
own Cloſet, and can reach you no- 
thing new. You are, Sir, of an 
Illuſtrious Family, where Virtue, Sci- 
ence, Politeneſs, Riches, Reputation, 
and the moſt Refined Judgemenr 
in Aﬀairs of Stare, are Narturall 
and Hereditary. I cannot be Yuſpe- 
Ged of flattery herein, ſince I have 
Crown'd Heads and Soyeraign Prin- 
ces for my Witneſſes; whom, as 
I may fay, have found - themſelyes 
honoured by the Embaſſies and Em- 
A 4 ployments 
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The Epi 
ployments wherein your Eldeſt bro: 
ther acquitted himſelf with  no'lels 
praiſe to him, then ſatisfaGion to 
them : this is no 'more- then- was {aid 
by the Queen of Sweden, and-is yet 
ſpoken of in France. Nevertheleſs, 
I believed this Treatiſe, which is' no 
leſs carious then ſolid, deſerved to 
bear the name of a Perſon thar'hath 
acquired ſo much Repurarion by the 
Commerce of all the Learned, *by 
Travail , by choice Books, by his 
g00d Nature, and the welcome Rece- 
ption he gives to all Studious men. 
The Authors name ſpeaks his Com- 
mendations; it 1s the Tluſtrions Se- 
nator «orraro, for whom there are 
no Employments too high in Venice ; 
that Politique Aſtrologer, who judges 
of the Minds of Men with a Subtilty 
worthy his penetration, and the judg- 
ment of a Man thorowly verſed in 
the affairs of the World, and with 
WK.” - : | that 
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Dedicatory. 
chae liberty of Truth natural to at 
Republicans. I beleech you, Sir, to 
accept of my Reſpects, and give 
me ſome Tokens of your good-will 
by honouring me with your Com- 
mands. 
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| ROME. 


Cannot but acquit my ſelf of what is due 
from all choſe, who having finiſhed the em- 
ployment wherewith your Serexe Republique 
hath honoured them, returning back to 
their Country, bring home with them the 
Fruit they have gleaned in their Obſerva- 
tions on the Forms of Government, the Defigns 
and Maxims of thoſe Princes near whom they have 
reſided, cogether with all ſuch ocher things as they 
eſteem moſt worthy to be known,and noted by your 

Excellencies. | 
I ſhall be brief in the quantity of things I have 
toſay, reducing chem to whatis moſt effential, that 
thereby they may bethe _ ficmly imprinted in 
your 
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4 
your Memories, and ſhall make but three Chapters 
of them, | | 

In the Firft, [ ſhall creat of the Nature, the Qu1a- 
litjes, the Pathons, the Inclinations, and the De» 
figns of Pope Alexander VII, the Kindred of his 
Holineſs who tiave part in the Goveriment, and 
his other Contidents, to whom he 1s arcultomed to 
communicate the molt important intetelis of the 
Papacy. , 

In the Second, I thbail ſpeak of rhe Colledge of 
the Cardinals, and give an accovne in ſhort of the 
Interefts, and the good and bad Quainits of each 
of chem. 

In the third 1 will declare the reaſons, by which 
One may conclude, whether tne Pope have any T3 
clination to jovz one Nation mere hen another ; 
And | promiſe your Excellencies the tame Sinceri- 
ty, and the ſame Indificrency, wiich in fo many 
years ſervice as | have rendred yon, may have made 
you know is become natural to me, and wirhour 
which | can undertake nothing, .wichout putring a 
conſtraint or force upon my humor. 

I ſhould never have enter*d upon the particulars 
of the Behaviour, the Pailons and Qualities of the 
preſent Pope, if any other had done it before me: 
But ſeeing the Lord Sagredi left Rome in the firſt 
year of this Pope's Aſſumption, at which time his 
Holineſs profeſſed co have Sentiments quite contra- 
ry to what appeared the years following ; and that 
the Lord Girolamo Ginſtincani, who was able to have 
exa&tly obſerved, and ſounded all theſe ſecrets,de- 
ceaſed a few monerhs after he had begun his em- 
ployment, and ſo could not therein ſhew the 
kcighth and ſagacity of his Wit: I find my ſelf ob- 
liged co undertake fo important a Work, ſo much 
the more difficult, as being extreamly nice, and 

very 
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very eafie to be miſtaken, becauſe of the profeſſion 
every one makes at Kome to keep his Inclinations 
fo conceal*d, that it ſhould be impoſible to dilco- 
ver them. 


TY Ecinning then with che Exterior parts, which 
Jare moſt eatie to be known, for | thall penetrate 
into the Interior afrerwards 3 Pope Acexande rthe 
Vil, who ac preſent tits in che Chair, was born at 
Siena, the fixth day of February, inthe year 1599, 
{o thar he hath paſſed the one and ftxritech year © 
b1> age on the ſame day of chis preſznt year 1660. 


[t 18 now the fizth fear of his being Pope,which be- ' 


gan on the ſeventh day of this prefent moneth of 
April- This Pope does not enjoy a healch which can 
be called perfe&, becauſe it is ſubje& co divers ſuch 
alterations, as do not ordinarily give us atty hopes 
ot a long life, The firſt is great Humidity of the 
Brain, wi:ch obliges him to keep his head ever Ve- 
ry hot. Nor doss this (uttice ro hinder che bad ef- 
f-&s of tc ; fince his teeth being ſpoiled and loſt by 
the concinual defluxion which fell upen them, he 
bath fo few lefc, chac it he had not tupplied char 
want, by cauſing artificial ones to be fer in their 
ftead, ic wo. be a great hinderance to his ſpeech : 
Nor does he ſpeak plain with all rhis Arc 3 and 'noc 
being able cherewich to chew (ufticiencly, he is ne- 
ceſſiraredtoear only liquid things, which have no 
reed of being chewed; and ai:hough they ſhould 
naturally be of « more eatic dige{tion, yer .experi- 
ence tell ys, that they do not always ſucceed with 
him, fince he is ſubjeft co indifpoiitions and qualms 
in his ſtomach, which can be attributed to nothing 
but indigeſtion,the debiliry of his natural heat hin» 
dring the concofton of tnch nouriſhing meats as 
they ordinarily feed him with. Exercite, however, 
B 2 does 
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does him good, for he walks in the Gallery, and in 


his Garden, and ſometimes a foot in thoſe Streets 


that are the leaſt frequented about the City. He 
finds eaſe likewiſe in Purgations, for which pur- 
poſe he ordains the Retreat he makes in the Cam- 
pagnia of Rome both Spring and Fall. From all 
whichic happens, that being aſlaulred on the one. 
fide by the weakneſs of his Complexion,and upheld 
on the other hand by all chat the Art end Induſtry 
of man can invent ; he may hold out poſlibly to the 
three and fixtieth year of his age, whick will be his 
Climaterical, for at rhat time are thoſe bad humors 
principally encreaſed and ſtirred up. He is not free 
from the pain of the Stone, which is ſo ordinary at 
Rome, being very often tormented with the difhi- 
culty of making Urine by certain little Stones, 
which are ſooneſt bred in thoſe of a delicate conftt- 
tution, and who apply themſelves to buſineſs. For 
tis certain, that none can tic themſelves to it 
more then the Pope does, who hardly lets paſs 
any morning without giving Audience, ewploy- 
ing the remainder of the day in the diſcuſſion of 
the moſt knotty atfairs. And although he does ſome» 
rimes divertiſe his more troubled and wearied 
thoughts by Entertainments of Literature, as of 
Poetry, Hiſtory, or Policy amongſt Learned men ; it 
is nevertheleſs impoſſible but his Spirits muſt then 
likewiſe be very buſfie and intent,in making reflexi- 
ons on the choice diſcourſes have been held before 
him; to which muſt be added ſuch things as ſome- 
times diſquiet him; ſo that ic is no wonder, if with 
all cthisa complexion of it (elf but feeble, cannot 
ſuftice to all that is neceflary for the fun&ions of 
his natural life; 

The Pope is of a ſtature rather low then midling, 
of a black hair, which neyer till now began toturn 
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of the Court of Rome. "$ 
gray, and, which is a fign of the debility of his na» 
cural hear, his skin is white, inclining a litcle to 
the Leaden colour, which is likewiſe another con» 
vincing proof of that diſpoſition have before 
noted, He loves neatnelſs, and indeed an extraor- 
dinary decency in all things, bur particularly in 
his diet and cloaths; and therefore che care and 
induſtry of thoſe that cover his Table, and make 
ready his Viands,is ſo great,that they omic norhing 
imaginable, nor the leaſt faulc, either in the Meat, 
themſelves, or the drefling of them were enough to 
anger him. But for his Cloaths, he is as curious of 
the beſt Linnen, as if he were yer in the flower of 
Cc his youth : nor does it ſuffice him co be cloathed 
l- F in the moſt exquitic Cloath, but he muſt have his 
s$» | Garments enriched with all che Adornments that 
I- | can give them molt Juſtre and price: as it is 
Ir | well known chat when he goes into the Coun- 
it | try, he wears ſome that are garniſhed with lic= 
is | cle Diamond Buttons, and other Ornaments , 
/= | both Coſtly and Magnificenc, He hath the ſame 
of | curioſity for the places be dwells in, and pleaſeth 
e= | himſelf wonderfuily in fair Houſes, which are 
2d | ſo contrived as co bring in the light on every 
of fide, and where noching can be defired either 
it in the Strukure or the Ornamenc ; which is the 
en | cauſe, that in the Houſe whither he retires in Spring 
i- | and Autumn , he was not contented with what 
re | Urbane had done, but hath added new quarters to 
e- || it, andchanged choſe char were there already,that 
th ic might be magnificent and Royal. He hath enlar- 
ot | ged the Palace of che ©uirinal with fair and long 
of | Apartments, for the uſe of ſuch as belong to che 
Popes houſe, having had as little regard for the 
great expences required in the conſtrugion of thoſe 
Edifices, as if he had Mines of Gold, or as if the ſe- 
B 3 curity 
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curity ofthe Eccleſiaſtical State had conſiſted there- 
in. Buc the Pooes rentneny i5 not bounded with the 
enlarging and embe;! ſhing only. of the Papal Pa- 
laces, he ſhews the fame pajhon for the whole City. 

And thus it being in his choughts and deſign to eme- 
belliſhir in the ſame manner, as thoſe Roman Eme 
perors formerly with nuich care and heat endea- 
voured to do, to wit, Auguſtzs, Veſpaſian, Domitian, 

andothers, be hath given full power to the Magi- 
ſtrate, who hath the office of ſurvey ing the ſtreets, 

ro ul] down houſes and Palaces, w here he judges 
the convenitency and ornament of the City does 
FeQuire inc. So that, in effect, one may lec thein ve- 
ry butte every day in demolithing of ancient Stru- 
Ctures, either to make ſome places the more ſpact- 
ous and uniform, or to open a fiiter way £o (ome 
new fſtrezis; and” to that purpofe there iS a Tox 
impoſed on the neighbouring Dwellings, which « b- 
Iiges che Proprietors to pay (oO thoſe whole Howes 
have been __ down, a ſum proportionate tO 
their vajue. And the Pope cores fo n:uch delighc 
herein, that as Jong as his eime laſts, he will noc 
abſtain from makigg theſe changes, there being ne- 
ver want of OCCajjOin, Either LO remove Or IG re» 
build in a City, where in the time the barvatians 
poſſeſſed ic, the Houſes were railed without any 
Symmetry, only for the convenience of the Inha- 
bitants 3 and f;om this ariſes fo many complaints 
in the City,that withour any neceiiicy, only for the 
fancy and pleaſare of thePope,and ſometimes of his 
Miniſters, many Families that bave but mean For- 
tunes, fhould feel the weight of fuch grand Pay- 
ments, which brings chem neither profit nor con= 
veniency in return. But that which exceeds all theſe 
esceſlive;:Expences, is, what he hath beſtowed up- 
on that great aud valt maſlie Portico which be hath 
under- 
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undertaken to raiſe round about the place of the 
Baſilique V aticane : for having enanged the defign 
tharc tamous Archite& Michael Angel Buoyarote had 
formerly laid, who wrought with ſo muck ſucceſs at 
the ſame Temple of St. Perzrs, and reduced this 


work to oneſrange of ”oriicy's, which withour any 
exccliiveexpence woild have made it an admirable 
Structure, and very commodigus for the Coaches, 
either when it rained or {hincd; having cranged 
this defign, Lſay, he follows ther of foine modern. 
Archite&s, who have made it of an extraordinary 
greatnels, for iris to be of a Circular Form, wich 
three Walks or Alteys, and all of Scone of Tivoli. 
Ang alchough che Archicefs have found by their 
Calcutacion, that the expence will no: exceed five 
hundred thoutand Crowns » yet 1f we recKON Accor- 
ding to what the lircle ihat 15 finithed already hath 
colt, we ſhall tindgthat what is proportionably ro be 
done, cannot be compleated hariiy for a Million 
of Crowns, 


Tihefe high and great Jdeliions are very certain 
mark*, thatthe Pope has a Soul eruly Royal; and 
eruly he makes wn appear in all the publick ations 
he undertskes, as may be fern by the receptian he 
made ofthe Queen of Swedez, in which he omitted 
nothing that might add any glary or lultre co make 
it proud,and equal, it it were poſſtble,to the ancienc 
Roman Truumyhs;'and by his Magniticence he in- 
cited the whole Court to ſhew the complaifance 
they cake in foilowing and imitating herein the 1n- 
clinations of his Holineſs. Bur when we con{ider 
on the one lide, that che Apoſtolique Chamber is 
drained by che inſatiability of the preceding Popes, 
and on the other fide, that the cimes are miſerable 
and bad;the profuſion of ſo much Treaſure appears 
B 4 to 
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.co the world to be ill husbandry and not in ſeaſon, 
{ince it mighc have been employ'd with more praiſe 
and merit, and to better purpoſe,for the moſt preſ- 
ſing Neceſſities of Chriftexdow, who looking upon 
Rome as the North-Star to guide them,and thePope 
as their Tutelary God,cannct but be affligted co be= 
hold him;inſtead of healing their wounds,and com = 
poſing their diſtra&ions,amufing and pleaſing him- 
ſelf in railing and adorning of ſtately Walls. How- 
ever, it cannot be denied, but ſuch great Spirits do 
extremely thirſt after Glory and Renown. The 
wiſeſt men,who perceived it from the beginning,al- 
ways ſcofted at the Popes ſparingne(s in the firſt 
years of his Reign, as not being willing to ſee his 
neareſt kindred, muchleſs inrich them : nay morezit 
was their opinion,that he affe&ed this little glory of 
renouncing his particular Intereſts, thereby co ac- 
quire himſelf a greater afterwards, as if already he 
had the ambition to do thoſe chings, which Popes of 
a moſt holy life could never do before: Bue ſince thac 
the world has found the Pope extremely glad to be 


induced by the Cardinals and theMiniſters of other 


Princes, to call thoſe of his Family to Rome, while 
in ſo doing it might appear, that he was rather 
prompted co it by the earneſt intreaties of all the 
Court,than by the flatceries of his kindred. Rome 
1stooſnbtle, and can dive too far into deligns of 
thoſe that command her not to perceive this, and 
how rigorouſly ſover they forbid them from judging 
of the ations of their Princes; yer would they not 
forbear it on this occaſion. And to ſay truth, the 
could not apprehend how the Pope, who hath (o 
mich ambition co revive the memory of his Ance- 
ftors, could ſuffer it co be buried in the oblivion of 
his kindred yet living;theſe were contradiftons that 
could not in any wiſe be reconciled. But, however 
IC 
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it were then , certain ir is, that at preſent they are 
ſo well act rheir eaſe , chac ſhould the Pope die, 
| Þ chey will have no cauſe co envie others riches : 
| anon I fhall give the Reaſons more particular- 

ly. Bur e're 1 go further, I will not omit to 
Jer you know the Original of this Houſe , and 
by what degrees the Pope could riſe to ſo high a 
Dignity. 


| His Nobility 1s as conſiderable as could be 
in the City of Siena , where they are regiſtred 
in the number of thoſe ancienc Families, that 
have been honoured with ſuch Commands as 
that City is wont to beſtow upon her Members, 
and have maintained themſelves by their Alli= 
ance with thoſe Families that were nothing in- 
ferior to them, Bur this is not the firſt cime 
that they have made themſelves known at Rome. 
In the cime of Fulizs the Second che Houſe of 
the Chigs had employments in the Court , not 
of Prelacure, but Offices in the Chamber , which 
ſpreads the names of thoſe that exerciſe them over 
all paats; andat that time the Chigi made theirs the 
more known, becauſe chey hapned to ſerve a Pope 
both paſhionate and turbulent above all others. 
W hence follows , that becauſe of the profuſion of 
monies thoſe that are thus raſh are forced to make 
uſe of to maintain the Wars they undertake. Augu- 
ine Chigi , who managed the Treaſury hadſa fair 

opportunity to play his part,being naturally ave. 
Buc though he were very ſtirring, and that there 
was much jealoufie about the adminiſtration , yet 
7ulixs never had the leaft diſtruft of his integrity 3 
On the contrary he teſtifi'd che good opinion he 
had of him by thoſe marks of Honor he beftow- 
d, in adopting both him and his Heirs ow 
cne 
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the Houſe of the Kovere, whoſe Arms they bear t 
this day. 


Since that, in the time of Paul! 111, (as great 
employments are expoled cogrear dangers)thoſe of 
the Rouſe of Chigi found them(clves eclipſed a lictle 
of their fiilt ſplendor, which was cauſe that the beſt 
of tneir means being alicnated, and eipecially their 
delictous Gaid-n on the 7 yber, jult oppoſite co the 
Palace of Farzeſe, which remained to the Houle that 
held the Chair, they retwined to their Country, 
where ina moderate,but honorable condition,they 
quietly poſſed their time,till an opportunity offered 
it (c]t co Fabins Chigi, who 15 Pope at preſent, and 
who wes then a young boy of great hopes, ro re- 
inſtate himſelf in a bercer fortune,as he was encou- 
raged by his Parents and Friends, who believed, 
that a perſon aJurned with all manner of virtues 
would much wrong kimfelf, ſhould he hide thoſe 
rich Talents, and let them lie buried 1n 1dlenels, by 
not going out from the gates of his own Cicy, But 
he was hindred by the little wealck he kad,and allo 
becauſe his friends tad nor been able to advance 
themſelves during the long interval that thoſe of his 
Family had been kepc from the Court ; Neverche- 
leſs, where power 1s wanting,his confidence 1n put- 
ting himſelf forward by what means ſoever (hewed 
ic ſelf. For being come to Rome, he got acquain- 
tance of theMarguis Pallaviczno,at thac time a young 
man of great virtue, and for thar cauſe ever very 
welcome to Urbave, This is he, who {ince made 


himfelfa Jeſuice,and who having been promoted toſſli 


a Cardinalſhip ſometime fince, wiil oblige usto 
ſpeak ſomewhat of him hereafcer, 


T::+ Marquis chen brought him to the Pope's 
cet 


of the Court of Rome. 

ſeet,and preſented him as a perſon capable to bring 
any buſineſs about with honour, when ever any OC 
caſion profer'd to ſerve the Holy Chair. His manner 
of deportment pleaſed the Pope, ſo that how mean 
ſoever his elftabli{ſhnent were at farſt, it was not long 
cre he was appoirted to be Inquiſitor at Matte, mn 
which employment he having made his worth ap- 
pear, was ſhortly after ſent in quality of Vice- 
Legate to Ferrara. There it was, that what had been 
conceived of his virtue being made known, he was 
ſent Nuncio to Collen, in a time when the divitions 
of Chriſtendom were at their heighch. And al- 
though in this employment he did not ſucceed fo 
well as to conclude the Peace, yet he performed his 
part and devoire admirabiy well. Bur becauſe the 
Protellanc Forces prevailed, with whom he could 
have no communication , being Minitfter to the 
Pope, ir was not tufhcient thar he had induced the 
Cacholiques to makea fairand jult accommodation, 
whilit che ochers ftood ftifly on cheir exceihve pre- 
rences3 {o thar he could not 2& as it might have 
been hoped ke would have Uone, had he been to 
Negotiate between two Parties of the fame Religit- 
on: but what is wondertul, is, that the Spaniards 
and the Impcrialijts, who were both tired and dif- 
contented, being brought to this paſs to make the 
belt accommodation they could, the firſt with the 
Hollanders,and the others with the Freac#,not only 
withour any advantage,but even cothe prejudice of 
Religion, and the Nuncio having exyrefſed a. great 
deal of his diſpleature ro both of chemyhe did ic yer 
in {uch a manner as left no ill impretliou on either 
Party 3 but on the contrary, they were much edifi- 
edto finde nothing but zeal in him, judging there- 
by that he was ſo-much a better Miniſter to his 
Prince,by kow much he diſapproved what they had 
reſolved 
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reſolved to do, rather out of neceſſity then any. 


good-will, onely to preſerve both themſelves and 
their Religon from danger. 

He behaved himſelf with che ſame prudence when 
he returned to Rome, for being called to the charge 
of firſt Secretary,though he ſncceeded the Cardinal 
Pancirolo, in whom Nature had aſſembled all the 
circumſpeFion and crafc that could be defired, and 
that he was to ſerve a Pope ſo difficult to be pleaſed, 
as Innocent was z yet did he carry things ſo well, as 
that Pope was fully (atisf'd in all matcers chat he 
negotiated z and above all things he ſhunn'd as a 
precipe medling with the intereft of the Pope's 
Niece, who would have all the Miniſters to acknow- 
ledge ſhe was both Lady and Miſtriſs of that Pre- 
late ; amd the Pope had (o great a conſideration for 
him, that being ac the laſt extremity, where the 
heart ſpeaks more chen the tongue, and where all 
diffimulations 1s laid aſide, he recommended him as 
2 mar! very worthy to ſucceed him in the Papacy;ſo 
that it was not withour reaſon that your Lordſhips 
from thac time conceived for the Cardinal Cbigs, 
that good opinion that ever ſince they have had of 
him , and amonſt thoſe you recommended to the 
Lords Cardinals Bragadino , Vidman and Ottobuono, 
I remember that he was the firft named by thoſe 
that repreſented you in Germany,as having all thoſe 
merits requitite to fill the vacant Chair: which alſo 
hath very happily ſucceeded. And cruely,if we con» 
ſider the good condu& of his life,the integrity of his 
manners, all his knowledge of the Intereſts of all 
States,whichare all qualities that meet in thePope's 
Perſon, there is no cauſe you ſhould repent your 
wiſhing it, or your having laboured to raiſe him : 
but the miſchiefis, that what goodneſs and integr1 


ty ſoever the Cardinals have, they no ſooner beg: 
CC 


- of the Court of Rome. 
to taſte the. ſweetneſs of being Maſters, and having 
no Superior butGod,but they change their natures, 
and think themſelves no longer obliged to follow 


thoſe Maximes they ſaid were rooted in their Souls 
whilſt chey were Cardinals. 


| 
| Who would believe that Pope Alexander having 
| | ſo great a capacity, whereby he can truly judge of 
the dangers Chriſtianity is in, ſhould have aſliſted 
- the Turk to advance and eſtabliſh an Arſenal in 
; | Candisa of all his Forces, and that he ſhould have 
\ | ſhewed himſelf every way ſo obftinate, as he did, in 
: | refuſing thoſe benefics which might ſerve in this 
- | conjungure ? 
r 
c 


Who would ever have thought, that a Cardinal, 
who, before his promotion to the Cardinalſhip 
1] breathed nothing but zeal, and ſeemed to Janguiſh 
$ || with ſorrow, co behold the miſerable eſtate chat 
of Chriſtendom was going to be plunged into by that 
s | obſtinate War between wo of her greateſt Crowns, 
ſhould not, being raiſed to the Holy Chair, burn 
xFff with like ardor for a general peace ? 


,j| Who would heve belived, that when the moſt 
ſeff eſſential matters were agreed upon for the healing 
(ef of our preſent miſeries, he ſhould ſeek to quarrel 
off for very light reaſons, which have no other obje& 
x-|| but eicher co ampliſie his Juriſdiftion, or maintain 
is] his own Opinions and Sentiments ? I ſhall hint ac 
11} many of theſe changes in this diſeourſle, chat your 
moſt ſerene Lordſhips may conſider, as they have 
acſhever done, what confidence they may put in the 
 :{ words and promiſes of the Cardinals before and at- 
ter their Elevation to the Papacy,who becauſe they 
annot 3t firſt gainſay,what they have ſo _— me” 
- clare 
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clared they would do,afterwards by degrees lay a 
fide all manner of ref{pe& during therr Reign , and 
only knit themſelves co what their own proper in- 
terelſis , or the (uggeition of their flatterers infpire 
them with, Bur,in the mean time,not to omic what 
I promiſed at the beginning to make known , con- 
cerning the Pope's neereit kindred 3 thoſe towards 
whom his Holineſs bears che greateſt aff:Qion , are 
the Lord Don Mario his Brother, who married a 
Genclewoman of $zexa of the Houte 4- {2 Ciaju,and 
the Lord Flavio his Son, ar this time Cardinal, and4 
firnamed the Cardinal Padrone, that is to ſay, Ma- 
ſter. He hath alike, and perhaps a greater aff-&ion 
for the Lord Augujtin, che Son of another Brother, 
who was named Auguſtin ; and this was he who ha» 
vingtwoyezrs fince married the Prince Borgyeſe's 
Siſter,remained Head of the Family after the death 
of Den Mario. | think ic therefore necellary to 
give an account of all theſe to your molt Serene 
Lordſhips, fince , as I have already fail, the di- 
vers accidents that hapned , did not permic your 
Minifters to relate any thing co you of certain= 


ty. 


The Lord Dex Mario, who is five years elder then 
the Pope, is beloved of his Holigets, as much as the 
tie and relation of kindred between them , and the 
reſpe& he hath ever had for him does require, with= 
out having, however, received any other favour : 
becauſe the faid Lord Don Mario having for the 
molt part had byt a mean fortune, could not aſliſt 
him, being young, any otherwiſe than by wiſhing 
he might arrive £9 tir grandeur,and by preſaging 
his felicity, the lictle wealth that came co his thare 
being alloted co other uſes. And as he nothing ar 


all ceſembles the Pope in viſage, ſo Ren 
their 
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their manners #nd genius very different. The one 
is lean, and the other is fat ; the one is great, and 
che other lictle : the one is flow and mild , and 
the other is prompr and ſevere: theone is addi=- 
ed to ttudy and learning , the other never aps . 
plies himtelt coir : the one is of a high (ſpirit, and 
ever uridertaking great chings,the other burns wich 
coverouſneſs, and pleales himſelf with nothing bur 
in ſeeking ouc the means to amaſs much Treaſure. 
And b<cauſe the Pope hath a good opinion of his 
integrity , he hath given him the Government of 
Rome, in what concerns the means to maincain a= 
bundance or plency , and cocontent the people. 
But inſtead of that, there is nothing elſe heard 0- 
ver all the Cicy bur complaints agaiuſt his Mini- 
fters or Officers , who buy andingroſs before the 
ſeaſon, £o retail and fell it to advantage . zad 
who have other Monopolies , not onely cr Pro- 
fits , which none till his cime had evertuought on 
or practis'd , bur likewiſe all thoſe which cultome 
hadaliowed under other Popes, whole neereſt kind- 
red ever mannag*d them. fn che preſent Govern» 
ment there is this beſides, that they do what they 
can to improve the Offices more then ordinary , 
which are us'd to belong to the Pope's kindred, by 
ſuch ways and ſubtilties as were never heretotore 
made trial of, 

In the Government of Borgio , where the Lord 
Don Mario exerciſing his juriſdiction , makes thar 
of Governor of Rome to ceale with a notable aug- 
mentation of the Profits of his Tribunal , he wakes 
uſe of ſo much rigour,that every day one hears no- 
thing but lamentations, and by his inexorablenets 
to ſhew favour , he makes the preſent Government 
tobecome more and more odious. It hath feldome 


happened to haye had any affairs with his Excel- 
lency, 
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lency ; becauſe it belongs not to his Office to med-- 
dle with any matters which the Pope treats of with 
other Princes, unleſs he have an expreſs Commil= F 
fion ; yer did I not omit co wait upon him at thoſe 
eimes weare Wont to renew our complements ; and 
I ever brought away particular aſſurances of the 
= eſteem he hath for your moſt ſerene Lord» 
1PSs 


The Lady Berevnice his Wife, although ſhewere 
born 1n a City: where they (eldome live atcer the 
QGourt faſhion, hath ſo admirably faſhion'd herſelf 
to it in the ſhort time ſhe lived at Rome , that ſhe is 
able at preſenc to teach others : which we muſt nor 
wonder af , ſince whatever ſhe ſpeaks is naturally 
accompatir'd with- ſuch a certain kind of modeſty 
and aftability,as gains the affeftion and attraQs the 
reſpeQ of all thoſe chat converſe with her.She may 
be abour 48 years of age. She is rarely admitted to 
the Pope's preſence; nor does ſhe ſeek very much 
£o crave his favour, it being ſoenjoyned her at her 
firſtappearance in Rome , that ſo by her abſtaining 
tointermeddle in things not concerning her , the 
Court might perceive how odious it was for the 
Niece of Pope Innocent to delight in the manage» 
ment of all affairs 3 wherein he chat ſuffered it was 
much more blameable than herſelf. 


The Cardinal Flavio Ehigi, isa young man ef 29 
years,of a mean heighth, black hair'd , and his vi- 
ſage round and fat , ofa conftitucion mixt betwixt 
= Sanguine and Melanchollique. He would enjoy 
his health more perfe&ly were he but moderate in 
his diet, wherein he exceeds: for he eats much, and 
very nouriſhing meats , without regarding the pre» 


cepts given , him for the preſervation of his m_—_ 
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ic is ſaid likewife, chat he's not ſo moderate as he 
(@ | oughr to bein his pleaſures of the fleſh., which ob- 
ſe | liges himofrner then might be expeed from his 
ad youth, to Keep his bed : bur the Phyfitians, be- | 
ha cauſe che Cardinal forbids them , do not cell che | 
4. | Pope therrue reafons of his confinement, for fear | 
his Holine(s ſhould have an ill opinion of him , and | 

| 
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look upon him as a debauche* , thac loves both 
Wineand Women tov much. 1 cannot afticm any 
he | fhing wich certaincy of his ability in affairs, be- 
1 | cauſe if he be able co do no more then he does, | { 
; muſtſay, that hecan do bur lictle, fince one gets | 
nothing from him but complements, fair excuſes, (| 
ily | or promiſes, which inthe end curn to nothing, | 
w— making all his ariſwers (peak either of che repug- | 
od nance he mir with in his Holineſs, or ſome other 'Y 
ay | motive, that was occalion of the refuſal, or delay | 
Y | of an Aﬀeir. And for this reaſon, I rhoughr ic 
far becter in any thing of importance to go m 
ſelf direaly co the Pope, then co make uſe of the | 
interceſſion of the Cardinal, who being for the Nt 
b- molt part diverted by his Paſtimes , either for- | 
= gets ſome of chole circumſtances which are very *', | 
efſencial co a buſineſs , which mighc make the ſuc- 
ſeſs the more eafie, or elſe acquieſces with the ficſt 
denial, or difficulty the Pope makes in it ; and this | 
brings afterwards a double crouble, firit coinform | 
him quite anew, and then to rake off ſome preju= 
dice or miſconſtruftion it may before have lefc on 
bis ſpirit.-l have been forc'd co ſteer the ſame courle, 
when [ hapned co have any Peticion tg preſent , to 
Of | obcain the proviſions of ſome benefits for any ſuch 
perſon as had deferved well , eirher of the State or 
the Embaſſie ic (elf, becauſe if I-reli*d upon the pro= 
miſe of the Cardinal , I commonly found my felt 
the} qeceived.He would ſend me back co the Cardinal 
x C Dater 
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Dater that Signs ſuch Writings , aſſuring me, that : 
the Pope referred himſelf wholly in matters of 


Collation of Benefices tro him. So that perceiving 
It was pure weakneſs of Judgment it proceeded 
from, or the Jittle care he took ro do me any cour- 
rtefne, I never afterwards wade any great account 
of his mediation ; when I had occaſion to treat of 
any thing that required diſpatch : becauſe this 
Cardina], who is called the Maſter, does exerciſe 
His Maſter ſhip more in ſpending his cime merrily , 
and avoiding the molt hecan all croubleſome af- 
fairs that diſturb his mind , than in rendring him- 
felf coniiderable, as he mighr be , in an employ- 
ment that gives him the greateſt authoricy- This 
Cardinal does nor {how any great deſire of heap- 
ing up riches, becauſe, perhaps, having no Ne- 
phews iſſued from Brothers,and finding his Branch 
ends in him , he lictle cares to acquire much Trea- 
ſure toenrich the Deſcendants of his Coutin Don 
Auguſtin , on whom otherwiſe all che advantages 
that Fortune can beſtow on a Man , will fall. ſa 
things indiffereat this Cardinal hath ever treated 
me very civilly, and hath ſhewed me a particular 
afte&ion; andrruly I believe , if he had but more 
courage toundergo the part he z&s, by his means, 
- one might receive greater favours of his Holinels , 
than thoſe which now come from him ordinarily 
but by lictle and little. He ſhows , that he 1s vers'd 
in our Hiſtory, for he relates from time to time our 
happy ſucceſs ; and he ſays freely , that Italy would 
be very unhappy, bad ſhe nor had this Republique 
for a Bulwark , which hath bounded the ambirion 
of Strangers , ard repelled the rage and incroach- 
mencs of Barbarians, When Icook leave of his 
Excellence , I could not deſire greater expreſſions 


of his affe&ion than thoſe he uſed, accompany- 
ing 


F 
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; ing them with procteſtacions, thar he would paſs 


the bounds his Holineſs had preſcribed him, to 
give all kind of (atisfaftion 10 your Excellenciesin 
the matters thew in hand. Theſe are his own 
words, It # not reaſonable that the diſcontent for 
particular affairs ſhould Cauſe a prejudice to that which 
Concerns the General , which # , to maintain the Gran- 
deur of that $taie inſeparable with the ſplendor of [taly. 


The Lord Don Mario hath no other Son than 
this Cardinal , but he bath befides rwo Daughters, 
married at Sz:n8 in noble Families , that have bur 
moderate Fortunzs, proportionate to the condi- 
tion Gt che Family of the Chigi, in the time they 
weie married + and theſe are they chat ſhowed 
themſelves nor long fince at Rome , where they 
were exceeding well receiv'd and carre(s'd by their 
Facher ani their Mother , and the Cardinal Chigt : 
buc they We re not received with ſo many rokens of 
attetion by Don Augujiin , for che reaſons that [ 
thall declare, | cannot certainly tell, whether they 
obtained a Com,,etency from the Pope to maintain 
them in che condicion they are in , becauſe things 
were Cariiedwich a great geal of circumſpeRion in 
not making known. what was cone, for fear the 
Court {hould think that che Pope waſted the De- 
metns of Sc,#eter , to pur his kindreds Wives in a 
handſome conditicn ; and for fear likewiſe of gi- 
ving tome caute of jealoutie ro Don Auguſtin , who 
expecting hereafter to be Chief of the Family , 
could nuc buc with trouble behold ſo many o+= 
thers, Chat were nor of the Pope's Maſculine 
Line , thus gratifi'd or inrich'd : It is cercain 
however , thac the Lord Dox Mario and his Wife, 
did not let them return empty handed , bue 
gave them a ſhare of what they had ſtored up), _ 
GC 2 0 
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do endeayour to encreaſe with ſo murh Art and In- | 
duftry, ; 


But let us proceed to the other Branch deſcen- 
ded, as I (aid, from Auguftin Chigj, which confifts of 
ewo Lords, Don Anguſtin and Sigiſmond, As for the 
firſt, who may be abour 24 years of age, he is natu- 
rally merry, very pleaſing and amiabie, He never 
appli'd himſelf at all coftudy, bur in choſe Exerci- 
ſes as betits a Gentleman. 'He loves to pals his time 
as well as any man, and cares very little to heap 
up any thing, becauſe he knows there are thoſe thar 
doit for him, As ſoon as ever he came to Rome, 


they thoughe of providing a Wife for him, and calt | / 
their eyes upon the beſt Match inthe whole Court, | * 
to wit,the Grand-daughterof the Prince Mark An- | * 
tony Burgheſe ; but they could nor bring ic co pals J « 
wich that facilicy they imagined, becauſe the Prince | « 
being a man that was very wary, eſpecially when | © 
it concerned the intereſt of his Family , ſcoffed | ! 
at the propofition, ſaying, That be ſhould take that | | 
Alliance for a very great honour, but firſt deſired to ſee | © 
Don Auguſtin bave greater wealth and dignity, that | © 
ſo his Granadchild might at leaſt be able to keep @ rank | " 
ſuitable to her quality and merits, L 

Thefe excuſes the Prince made were not very h 


leaſing to the Pope, who at the firſt word would le 
Cine had him made more account of his Alliance | )< 
then any other conſideration whatſoever. For this | » 
cauſe the buſineſs hung a long while in ſuſpence, | © 
but till with repeated applications of Love and | fo 
n 


Courtſhip from the Lord Don Augnſtin,who follow- 
ed it with the more heat, as having the Conſtable | © 
Colonnes for his Rival, a young man of moſt excel- 
lenc qualities, and cowards whom the Prince(s ſeem- 


ed to have a greater inclination then for —__— 
ut 


—_ _ 


of the Court of Rome. 
But the Prince Kprgbeſe*s death hapning thereupon, 
and che rutelage falling to che Princeſs her Grand- 
mocther,in a few days,by che mediation of the Prin- 
| cels Mſſano her Mother, this match was concluded, 
F | conhiderable for her great Dowry, which was one 
hundred and fourſcore thouſand Crowns, beſides 
whac might hereafter fall to her by ſucceſlion, the 
Houſe of che Borgheſes having but one more Heir, a 
young Lord of a ſomewhat melancholique conltt- 
tution, who neverchele(s abour the ſame crime, our 
ot divers good conſiderations, would needs wed an- 
other young Lady , having more regard to her 
Beauty and Virtue, then her Riches. Don Augu» 
ſtin, as well as his Holine(s, . choughr, by che con- 
crivance of this March, which was celebrated wich 
all che Pomp imaginable, chat chey had eftablith- 
ed the happineſs of their Family on the belt foun- 
dation thar could br, In effe&t, rhe Lady being an 
excraordinary Beauty, and broughc up underthe 
Diſcipline ot her Grandmother, a very religious 
perſon, chere could be nothing more defired upon 
that account ; and he hath already begun co taſte 
the fruits of ic, the Princeſs having given him the 
marks of her fertility by che birth, of a young 
| Daughter ſhe hath brought him. This does not, 
however, hinder Don Auguſtin from diverting him- 
{elf elſewhere according as his cemper and fancy 
leads him, and his great inclination to pleaſure, 
when it comes in his choughts. This fulnefs gf all 
contenc making him forget his fickt condition, hath 
ſo puff'd bim up with pride, that he ſeems co cake 
no notice of. thoſe who paſſing by ſalute him in 
the ſtceers:; which likewiſe makes him not ſo much | 
beloved as his other fairer qualities deſerve. Nays 
it is not long fince he made ſhew of the little re- 
ſpe& or regasd he had for perſons of great con- 
| —_ dition 3 
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dicion ; for having taken ſome diſtaſte at the pla» * 
cing or fitting of the Conftable Colonnes, he ap- 
pointed the Cavalier de /2 Ciaje his Uncle to do a 
very diſobliging a&, by thruſting the Conſtable 
our of his place at a Comedy ; whereat the Coton- 
#es-being offended, the Pope was extream angry, 
and would haveit caken up by any means what- 
ever; aSit was afterwards done, bur in the name 
of the Cavalier, who was but an inſtrumenc in 
that Action : bur chis inſulting lefc a great deal 
of diſcontent on the fpirits of the Colonnes a- 
gainſlt Dew Aug»itin, who was the principal Au- 
thor of it. 


A while after his Nuptiais, he purchaſed in the 
Province ofthe Patrimony, for ſeventy thouſand 
Crowns, the Principalicy of Farneſe, which is faid 
to be a Ficf of the Empire of four choulund Crowns 

Levenue. He hath alſo purchaſed a conſiderable 
Palacefor his Family : bur belid:s thele, he pur- 
chaſes little, living at vaſt expences, bur upon 
hopes that the Pope's long lite will furniſh him 
wich wayes enough to enrich. and raife his Family 
ro as brave @ heighth as che greatett of © 7prece- 
ding Popes. 


| have had divers occafions to ſpeak with him of 
his Marriage and ocher affairs;3 and he hath ever 
given me teſtimony ofa great efteem and particulac 
affcQion, which proceeded,as he told mie, from the 
Pope's good will, from whom I cruly never heard 
any thing, buc what was much in praiſe of this Se- 
rene Republique. 


[ have obſerved likewiſe, that the Princeſs his 
Wife, though ſhe were buc a Novice in the'way of 
creating 
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treating the Miniſters of Princes, hath now infor* 
med her (elf fo far, as co let them know whaC 
latisfaCtion ſhe receives by the devoirs they ren- 
der her, and how much he is obliged co their ci- 
Vility. 


[c remains now to (ſpeak of Don Sigiſmoud, who 
ariiv-d at Rome but a few weeks before my dzpar- 
ture, Heis a Yourh of cwelve years of age,aud ſcems 
to have much of his Brothers way, and, foraſmuch 
as can be noied in him art preſent, is very fair con- 
dicioned, and of fo much judgment, as promiſcs he 
will in time prove fomewhtat. As ſoon as ever he 
came, the Pope delighted corealon with him ſome» 
times, thereby to diſcover his vivacityz and was 
ever well (atistied, Do#a Augujtin wilt do all h2can 
co have him made Cardinal, Bur if che Pope fol- 
lows his own Maxims, he ſhould not favour him 
rhercin, having athrmed ic a horrid thing to be- 
hold fuch Under-Branches in the Sacred Colleage. 
However, we may believe there is nothing bur he 
may do, fince he hath already begun to exceed all 
chat he at fiſt propounded co havedone. In the 
[acerim, chis liccle Nephew hath elready ſeveral 
Penfzons ; and if the Pope turvive his Infancy, ir 
way then be eaſter co obtaia a Cardinals Hat 
for him. 


There are two Nephews by the Pope's Siſter, 
who married into the Family of the Bichi; che one 
is hethact was made Cardinal at the laſt promoti- 
on with the Father Sforzs Pallavicino, and the o- 
ther is;jthe Prior, who having relided ſome while 
near your Excellencies, in quality of Receiver for 
the Religion of Malta, and having likewiſe been 
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three times with the Squadron of the" Popes Gal- oF 
lies at Caxdia, in quality of Lieutenant-General, : 
hath made himſelf fully acquainted co your Excel-. 


Jencies. As touching the firſt, | have no, great 
matter to ſay of him ; for having not been long at 
Rome, 'I could nor perfe&aly know him. It is ſaid, 
however, that be would have been a better Biſhop 
than a Cardinal; for he hath made ir appear that 
he can govern a Church well, which is that of O- 
fime, where he 13 Prelacez bur he hath not ſhown 
that he hath che Talent to go through any great 
affairs; nor did I trouble my felt with any furs 
ther information. I did reverence him as I oughr, 
when occaſion profer'd to complement him; and 
I alſo took my leave of him art parting, very well 
ſatisf*d with the manner of his reception , 
and the ſentiments he hath for this Repub» 
lique. | 


But as for the Prior, whom common Fame com+ 
mends as a man of great merits, he never made me 
ſo happy as co know wherein chat Vircue confilts, 
fince it isreſtrained within a perfe& obedience ro 
thoſe that can do him good, or raiſe him to ſome 
degrees higher than he yer ſtands;for he is obſerved 
to make ſuch profound reverences to the Pope's 
Nephews, that the loweſt of their ſervants would 
not perhaps dothe like. Bur as for his knowledge 
in commanding at Sea, andrcaking his advantages, 
either co attaque, or hotly purſue an Enemy, or 
in diftributing the publike Treaſure ordained to 
that end, I ſhall not need to waſte time in relating 
It to your Excellencies, fince it was your ſelves 
informed me hoy little benefic had been reaped 
by the Popes Galleys in theſe parts, when com- 
manded by this Cavalier. It is certain, that the Jaſt 
rg year- 
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' year thefe was 
handszand jt ises certain by the accounts that have 
been calculated without his knowledge, he cannot 
have expended the one half, But there are none ſo 
confident as to advertize the Pope of theſe miſde- 
meanors, becauſe he having ſo good an opinion of 
bim, would think ir all co be onely ſpleen and envy 
that could be alleaded againſt him : and therefore 
you commanded me very prudently to abſtain from 
all complaints, for fear of withdrawing the Pope's 
good will and forwardne(s in purſuing the ſuccour 
you demanded of him, which, though ic were not 
deſpiſceable,became ſo notwichſtanding,by a not ex- 
ecuting of the Pope's true intencions therein. Which 
made me ( though the Cardinal Chigi perceived 
ſomewhat of theſe miſcarriages, to whom I mighc 
have opened wy (elf with much freedom and afſu- 
rance, and neither Pope nor Prior ſhould have 
known what I ſaid, chac Cardnal having ſo little 
inclination for him ) obey your Lordſbips moſt 
pun&ually in what you commanded. But the com- 
mon complaints having not been kept ſo cloſe, bur 
they came co that Cardins]'s ear; he one day,per- 
haps co oblige me to ſpeak, told me, That be ad- 
mired that the Prior, who ſo much deſired ro gain honour 
and rewown, bad not made ſome enterprize of bimſelf, 
(ice be found it unfit to undertake any joyntly with 0- 
thers ; Bur lifting up my ſhoulders , I onely ſaid, 
That it might be, the bad fortune of the + Repub- 
lique hindred ſuch men, though very skillful in the 
Art of War, and valiant, from ſhewing any. marks 
of their great Courege, The Cardinal perceiving 
he could get nothing elſe out of me, ſaid ſmi- 
ling, That the Prior had had the good luck to be prized 
more than be deſerved, but yet was unhappy | in.net.he= 
ing able to maintain_ that good opinion bad been 

Con- 
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of the Chigi , who otherwiſe do not agree ve- 
ry well, united together to hinder his being 


made a Cardinal; and it ſeemed ro them they had 


done much in obraining their ends herein, they 
Judging the Prior to be a man of a grear wir, and 
one who, as ſoon as he could have had the pow- 
er to have ſpoken freely , would have made a di- 
vition in their Houſe: they have more acquain= 
cance with him than my ſelf, and by conſequence 


may know him better. As for my own part, 1, 


never could finde any eminent vircue in him, nor 
do-T believe, he deſerves to riſe to any great ho- 
nor, to which he pretends to mount by his difſem- 
bling humour. 


There is not among fo few kindred as have com- 
mand, and whoare in a dire line, fo great con- 
cord as there ought tobe; and this proceeds from 
a vain ſpirit,which makes every one of them aſpire 
to Rule. The Lord D. Mario pretended, that he, 
as the moſt ancient, and next co him, his Son, ac 
this time a Cardina)}, oughr to be head of the 
Family, and that by righcit belonged to him to 
encreate their number by marriage. But che 
Pope, who had a greater aff:c&ion for his deſcea- 
ſed Brother, than for him thar is living, was of a- 
nocther minde, and from hence aroſe the ill-will 
that hath ſtill encreaſed amongſt chem. The Pope 
never did any good to any of D, Maris Family, 
but D. Auguſtin interpreted it partiality. He ſaid, 
It appeared to Cardinal Chigi but a (mall matter co 
have che quality of Patron, and the ſupreme Su- 
perintendence of the greatcſt 'iffairs, untels chey 
allowed him together with chis che Authoriry of 
granting all Aﬀs of Grace as be m—— 
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TJ That it was little benefir ro him to be the Son of a 


Father, who with his purſe had raiſed the Pope to 
that heighth of honor, if now, whilſt he was in poſ- 
iefion,he mighe not receive the profics and rewards 
deſerved for his Facher's former readineſs and libe- 
relicy. Whac will become, ſaid he, of the heaps of 
mony D. Mario gathers up, unleſs ro efirich the 
Houſes of Scrangers ? meaning his Daughters who 
were married at Stena,leaving choſe nsked and un« 
furniſhed which are of the blood of the Chigi, who 
ought ſtill coabound in goods and riches. To which 
the Cardinal Chigi reply*d, That che Anthiority and 
Superintendence chey had given hifn, ſtood him in 
no (trad, bur co rrouble his brain, for which he had” 
a very great aver{ion; whereas they had left cothe 
orher the enjoyment of all che delights and ap» 
plauſe of che Courc : Thar D. Auguſtin taſted more 
content It the freedom he lived in,being difingag*d 
of the management of all piiblick affairs, chan him- 
felt couJd meer with amidit ail char power and au- 
thoricy tlicy had inveſted him with»l : And thus 
neither of them, becauſe of rheſe contentious pre- 
tences, which though but whiſpered, are apparent 
and known toall, do enjoy that entire fatisfaFion 
they might, were cheir minds bur united, and they 
contenced with thoſe degrees of eminent Dignities 
which Fortune hath litced chem co. The Pope 
knows nothing of all chis, they fearing very much 
O give him any cauſe of diſpleaſure ; and from this 
confideration his Holineſs does fomerimes confer 
favours upon the one, ſometimes upon che other, 
thereby co keep them from aH kinde of jealoubic.. 
He permicted D. Mario to tee his Daughters and 
their Husbands come ro/Rome, & woultt have them 
there accended aitd ſtrvedas became cheſe of his © 


own blood.' He conferittd ritac D. Auguſtin ſhould 


ſead 
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ſent for his liccle Brother to abide wich him; bur + 


neither of them will remain contented when their 
Authority ceaſes, which diſquiets them far more 


' than a neceflary ſervitude would do. 


The Pope hath now at Siena, as Þ have already 
ſaid, many others of his kindred, who are not con- 
fidered much as yer, becauſe they are of more re- 
mote degrees. They may, after che others are ſuf- 
ficiently inriched, hope for ſome good from his Ho- 
lineſ(s, if he continue long alive, he being natural- 
ly much inclined co favour thole of his own Coun» 
try, by employments proportionate co the abilities 
of his Fellow-Cicizens : there are already ſome that 
have principai Ofhces at Court, whoare deſign'd for 
Cardinals, and there are other places reſerved for 
others, when an occatjjon preſents; To which no- 
thing can be ſaid, but che Pope deſerves a great deal 
of praiſe, in thac he forgets nut co do well for his 
own Country , to which, nextto God, we owe our 
ſelves; and in that he does not imitate the pride of 
ſuch, who being once abſent looſe the very remem=- 
brance of ic, and never take the leaſt care for any 
one that had a being there, 


Burt foraſmuch as the Miniſtry of che Pope's kin- 
dred ſerves onely for ſplendor and ftate, and notin 
any thing eſſential;and that in preſſing and weighty 
affairs it 1s requiſite he be forcif'd with che afliſtance 
of ſuch as have a clear inſight into the managemenc 
of great Negotiacions, from whom, upon occaſion, 
prudenc and ſolid counſel may be caken : I have 
elteem'd it fit co. joyn,tothe Pourtraift I have made 
of his Holineſs kindred, a Chara&er of thoſe who 


* are made uſe of, in the moſt important intereſts of 


the Popedome, and ſuch on whoſe will depaney 
mo 
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moſt commonly the reſolution of what 150f the 
greateſt conſequence. 


En firſt that preſents,is the Cardinal Roſpigliofi, 
born at Piſtzole,who is Secretary of State; One 
cannot ſpeak ſo well of him, but be vill deſerve 
more, nor can | chink there could be found a man 
worthierof chat Office 5 and the Pope, who knows 
him well, hath often ſaid, that he had tound a Se» 
cretary according to his own heart. He hatha great 
deal of judgement, and is fincere and difingag*d 
from all incereſts : He is not obſtinate in his opi- 
 nions3 when he hath deliver'd them, he takes 
pleaſure in having them moderated and cenſured , 
according as the (ſervice of his Maſter does require : 
He is tndifferenc in his ſentiments; and alchough ic 
be the common belief, that having been Nuncioin 
Spain, where he became extremely beloved of the 
King and Court, he might byas that way, and che- 
riſh ſome inclinations for the advantage of that 
Crown; yet it is falſe, becauſe in my time there 
were ſome troubles in that Courr , which mighc 
have been appeaſed by the Mediation of a Miniiter 
ſo much in credit ; but the more they believed he 
cook the Spaniards part, the more he abſtained 
from medling with their intereſts. He did all he 
was able not co give audience , not defiring any o- 
ther employment than his own charge, to which 
he applies himſelf with all the exanels poſſible,car- 
Tying every night to his Holineſs all his atfairs di- 
gelted, and taking himſelf the pains to examine 
the Letters, which relate ro any intereſt that way 
be any way conſiderable, I can ſay, that he ne- 


ver ſeemed to be diſpleaſed or nnwilling to hear 
me 
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me ſpeak; Bur icis crue , that I had a care never / 
co demand audienceof him, bur in preſliing and 
earneſt occaſions, and always had the (atisfs&ion 
that could be expe&ed from a Miniſter, obliged 

to (werve theleatt chat poſſibly could be from the 
wall of his Prince. Now this oughc to be the more 
confidered , becauſc if the Holy Chair ſhould ha p- 
pen to become vacant at this time , I eſteem his 
hopes very well grounded , having the Spaniards 
and the Great Duke on his fide , and probably 
roocthe Heads of the Fagions that would predo- 
minate in the Conclave, that is to ſay, Barberino , 
whoin Vrbax's time firſt moved the wheel of his 


fortune; and Chigr,who cheriſhes him moſt, as being 
his Creacure. 


! 
' The ſecond is the Cardinal Pllavicino, of whom 
Fi the Pope makes great eſteem, as well for the rea- 
| ſons I pointed out before , as becauſe of the very 

goodopinion he hath of him, holding it for certain, 
chat he would never give hiw any counſel, which 
were not goodand advancageous for che Ghurch, 
Totellchecruth, heis a man that hath very good 
intentions, and knows much ; but ke fails in what 
all thoſe ordinarily do, that have devored them- 
ſelves to a ſolitary life, »nd who profeſs a different 
way of living from thoſe of the world, being cx- 
rremely obſtinace in their opinions. I have difcour- 
ted with him on (everal occaſions, even when he 
was a Jeſuit : andalthough torthe intereſt of his 
Order, which is now received into the favour of 
{ your molt ſerenc Republique , he ſeemed extreme- 
kl ly defirous todo me ſome pleaſure, yer | never 
 * could truly obtain any thing from him. He hach a 
thouſand excuſes to defear one of thoſe good offi» 
ces he might do. Since he was made a Cardinal, 
though 
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though it wereexpe&ed one might hope for ſome- 
what more, yet { found him ffanding upon his 
guard more than ever, pleading the pretence of 
ſome command the Pope had laid on him nor ro 
intermeddle in ary affairs that were not agreeable 
rohim, In 2 word, [am not farisf'd with him, al- 
though ke often mention the deſerts of his Ancee 
ſtors from this Republique, and the obligations 
which thoſe of his Order do in particular owe un» 
cohim. The Pope refers much to him in matters 
of Theology and Conſciente, and confers with him 
r00, abour thoſe of State, but rather to know chan 
follow his advice , becauſe moſt times he looks up- 
on things according to the rigour of the Ecclefi- 
aftical Laws. The Spaniſh Ambaſſadour was nor ve- 
ry well pleaſed wich him , who when all che ocher 
Cardinals had been co vific his Wife, he would nct, 
upon a pretence , that although he had changed 
the habic of his Order, yet he hath not changed 
the Rules , which prohibits them co be amongtt 
Women bur in caſes of great neceſſty. This kind 
of behaviour, which is an affe&ed lingularity,ren- 
ders him odious toa great many people. He did 
not oblige your Lordſhips , when he pur forch his 
Hiſtory in anſwer of the Book ofthe deceaſed Padre 
Paul of the Order of Servants, wherein ſpeaking 
roo freely of a Miniſter whom you have Gas 
cherilhed , he gave you occaſion ro oppole him , as 
you did at the publication ofchat Hiſtory,of which 
having ſaid ſomething to me by way of excuſe, [ 
preſently ſbifred the diſcourſe, that I might not be 
obliged ro enter upon ſuch tetchy ſubje&s , upon 
which if we had proceeded , ke might have alledg- 
ed many Mecaphyfical diſtintions, which it is not 
my profefſion co anſwer : but had he treated of 
that bufineſs ia a way more ſuitable co that ſubjeR, 
. I 
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I am confident [ ſhould have been too hard for lim; 
and put him at a ſtand, 


In divers things the Pope makes uſe of the Car- 
dinal Corrado , a Ferrarian , and principally in 
thoſe differences which Secular Princes have con- 
cerning Ecclefiaſtical matters, wherein his Holi- 
neſs is but i]l ſervedzfor that Cardinal is a pure Le- 
viſt, that hath no knowledge in the affairs of che 
world, who alleadges a decifive Texc on any mat- 
cer in queſtion, withour any regard co the decgncy 
or reſpe& is to be had cowards a State , og any 
moderate interpretation where required; fpr he 
never makes any account of this certain M#time, 
Summum jus ſumma injuria. This man hath, and 
does continually give diftaſte to the Cardinals and 
other Miniſters of Princes , becauſe he keeps him- 
ſelf ſtill cothe rigour of the Canons , and will di- 
ſtribute the Benetices according to his own fancy , 
and always upon pretence that it is the Pope's 
will, which hecurns as himſelf pleaſes under a fair 
appearance of SanQity. Bur the diſguſts he prafi= 
ſes, and is accuſtomed to put upon all che world , 
does more hurt co himſelf chan cofany one elle : for 
having been ſo unadviſed as co diſcover his baſe 
humor, it hath-drawn the hatred of all upon him 3 
ſothat for the Chair there is nothing to be expe- 
Qed on his part. I had never bur lictle (atisfaftion 
from him. And indeed, fince I began to know his 
defeRs, I never took the pains to do him any cour- 
tefie that might acquire his favour , thoſe kind of 
- perſons thinking they do in ſome manner ſacrifice 
themſelves, whenſoever they dg but in the leaſt aft 
"” their own opinion to do a man a lirtle plea- 
ure. 
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T muſt alſo bring into this number Signior Bane 
dinelli of Siena,great Maſter of the Apoſtolique'Pa- 
lace, an old Courtier, refined in the Great Duke's 
Court, from whence the Pope calied him,and took 
him co his own (ſervice, knowing the noble manner 
of his ating. He is nor a man of a very profound 
knowledge, bur of great experience; which makes 
the Pope take great delight in conferring with him, 
who is ordinarily well fatisfh'd with his advice. A» 
monglt otherqualities that makes him confiderable, 
there is one that is a very particular, which is, that 
he is deſcended from Alexander Il], who having 
been forced to flee, and quit his ordinary abode, 
made his retreat in this Republique, who received 
him in cheir boſome, and gave him their proteCtion, 
which he made uſe of to repreſs the audaciouſneſs 
ofthe Emperor Frederick, that perſecuted him, He 
glories more in chis, chan in any thing beſides, and 
hath particular veneration for the merits of your 
Serene Lordſhips, There is no one more certain of 
a Cardinal's Hat than he : Ir is due to him, for ha» 
ying quiteed his own Country, where he was very 
much in favour, togoco Rome, When he hath a 
Cardinal's Har, the whole Court, who already be- 
heve he deſerves the ſuovremeſt azgree, will be ra« 


viſh'd for joy, 


Cignior Fagyano, of the State of Urbin, a Prelate 
well known at Court for his bein; blind, but much 
more for being ſo clear hghted in the Superinten» 
dence, which the Pope hach given him over the 
affairs of the Regulars, deſerves that I ſhould make 
mention of him in this Treatife, becauſe chrough his 
means, | have ſometimes made an end of a difficulc 
buſineſs, which otherwiſe I could ſcarce have over= 

pit, come 
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come. . This Prelate hath hreat deal. of affeftion 


for this Serene Republique, as having been the 
firſt that found our the invention to draw mony 


from the ſiipprefſion of the unprofitable Religious 


Qrders,as allo trom cheſcandalous; fo is he likewiſe 
{311 of opinjon, thar fince the ſame neceflity fill 
rem2ins,they ſhould make uſe of the ſame means of 
ſupply, there being poſſibility and reafon enough to 
continue ir, But that defign having been inter- 
Tupted by certain zealous perſons, ripon ſome other 
pretext which they found out 3 ke endeavoured to 
feck our tome orher projects to affilt your Serene 
Lord{hips rherein. Andtruly he might have found 
out ſomething cffeQual, did they as well fee the 
dangers ar Rome, es they do in theſe-places that are 
ſo near Hordering unto it, However,] did not omit 
to give this P:cjece many thanks for bis great good- 
will, and 7 believe ic will be very fit that you ſhould 
retura tim thanks likewiſe: T chink alſo;that kis Ex- 
cellency Sa7zred;, who carries ſeveral Curiofities to 
preſent tochs Pope's Family, ſhould” beſtow ſome 
Part of them on this good man,who hath, and may 
yet render upon all occafions,all thoſe good Offices 
which can be expected from che confidence his Ho- 
lineſs puts in his advice, and che-great credit he 
gives him. 2 db. | 


The Father / irgilio Spada, one of the Order of 
the Congregation of St, Philip Neri, amd Brocher to 
the old Cardinal Sjz42, hath ſome power with the 
Pope 3 and npor this perſwaſion I have ſomerimes 
er:deavourtd ioget him to ſerve me upon occafion, 
but I tound him armed wich a thouſand excuſes to 
ev2de doing me any good 2: whereat [ did not after- 
wards very much wonder, knowing he onely ſought 
che advantage of his Family,being very greedy = 
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his own intereſt; and$\more ready to put the Pope'in 
minde of filling his own purſe, than ſeeking any 
Jargeſs for others-: this made me forbear roſvlicite 
him, gueſling the liccle profit that was like to re- 
dound,to make trial cf other ways which yourLord- 
ſbips are nor unacquainted withal, although -they 
all proved fruitleſs,and too weak,when it concerned 
his Holineſs co disburſe any monies, which is nor 
kept cloſer in his own Cofters,” than it is by all the 
Court-Prelates, who think to gain credit and repute 
from his Holineſs, by exhorting him co preſerve-that 
Metal,” which above all chings makes the Eccleſj- 
aitical Principality be highly etteem*d; as if it-were 
not rather the Dignity and Sanity of the Sove- 
reign Prieſthood that render*'d the Papacy Maje- 
ſtick, than che reputation of having great riches. 
Bur we need noc doubt bur their abuſes being ?ar- 
rived to the heighth we find them, the Ecclefiaſtick 
Authority would be very weekand languithing,were 
It not ſuſtained by a Temporal Power ; wheteas if 
thoſe Prieſts would lay afide their vanity of agfun- 
dizing themſclives, and onely make good ther Jullt 
degrees and privilege, the Church would foon be 
lifted above all other Powers whatſoever. -For to 
ſay ernith;Whofoever beholds theCourt of Roviffar- 
paſſing in Magnificence and State,'the Coticts of all 
otlier Princes, canfiot but wondeb by what means, 
upon fo {l:nder a foundation, and'fo far fromthe 


 defign and incentions of ber firſt Founders,ſbe ſhould 


have'raiſed her ſelf co ſo proud a heighth, And al- 
though every ene knows ic proceeded from the Li- 
berality and Magnificency of Temporal Princes,yet 
ic cannot' but appear ſtrange £o ſee the Rowen 
Church-curn thoſe Benefics (he hath receivedifrom 


themyagainſt themſelves,to cheifiþtejudicez/theGea- 


nonils and-other Emiſſaries of that Court tugyilig 
D 2 nothing 
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nothing more, than how to ſtrengthen and extend 
their Ecclehaſtical juriſdiftion, and abaſe and di- 
miniſh the Secular, if they poſhibly could, This 
point, wherewith you have been (o ofcen enter- 
tair'd, deſerves yet (til] co be put into your memo- 
Ties, becauſe withour any diving into the depths of 
a profound Speculation, it may be obſerved, thar 
confidering the by-ways the Popes do tread, and 
withal refl-Qing on che fincere condu& of Secular 
Princes, of neceſſity ir muſt follow, chat the Eccle- 
Haſtical Monarchy will become Miſtreſs of the 
World,and theSeculzr fz!!,and become herServanc. 
Your Serene Signiory hath a great deal of Piety, 
and a particular Veneration for that Holy and A- 
poſtolick Tribunal; who likewiſc hath a fingular 


. good-will towards her : but yer ſhe knows well how 


far {he oughc co ſhow her veneration; and herein 
ſhe carries her ſelf prudently, being very well ad- 
vertiſed of thoſe things which do inſenfbly lead 
the Court of Rome to enlarge her PhylaGeries 
more and more. And this Note ſhall ſuthce by the 
way. 


And fince we are new upon the diſcourſe of the 
Grandeur of the Court of Rome,it will not be amiſs 
to ſhow what it is, becauſe as ir appears great by 
looking onely upon thoſe things which makes the 


 Gourts and Dw:llings of other Princes conſidera- 
. ble,, yeilding, in effe&, neither for number of 


Miniſters or Officers-to none in Chriſtendom, it 
will-fcem yer far greater, by having for Aſeſ(- 


-ſors and Counſellors ſeventy Kings, for chey 


aive:that Title, co the Cardinals in the A& of 


zheir' Crearionss /and therefore it is , that chey 
-are- veſted in Purple, and are ſerved almoſt like 


Kings : and when together with this Dignity they 
| eye 
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have acquired 8 great Reputation , their Amiry 
is ſought by che moſt puiſſanc Princes, who by pub-' 
lick or private Penſions endeavour to make them 
their friends, becauſe of the priviledge they have of 
Ele&ing a Pope, and what by conſequence muſt 
follow thereupon,the SoveraignDignity lights upon 
one of chemſclves; and this is in ſhort che cauſe of 
all cheir arrogancy , which otherwiſe 1s often'Te- 
duced to contempt enough, befades the vexation of 
not being able to obtain any grace, unleſs they be 
the Pope's Favourites, It may be expe&ed that a 
Pope,who hath ſo excellenca judgement co diſcern 
how thoſe perſons ought to be qualified that are fit 
cobe aggregaced in thac S5cred Colledge, as Pope 
Alexander hath, ſhould promote none but perſons 
worthy of his choice: and indeed, the Courr hi- 
therto hath no reaſon 10 complain, fince he hath 
admitted none bur (uch as d: (ſerved very much,and 
it 1S hoped it will be fo ſtil] for the future, Now, 
though ic would be needfu)l co makean exad (earch 
and inquiry into the quality of the prefenc Cardi=- 
nals,to know them throughly ; yec that your Lord- 
ſhips may have ſome knowledge of him, chat ſhall 
one day be raiſed cothe Chair, 1 ſhall make no dif- 
ficulty co undertake ic; and | ſhall acquit my ſelf 
with much brevity , becauſe there are many other 
things to be examined, which your Serene Lord- 
ſhips will be glad ro know. 


The Cardinal Char/es de Medicer, Uncle to the 
Great Duke of Toſcany, is the Dean of the Sacred 
Colledge. He never ſhows himſelf at Rome,but when 
the Chair is vacant; he takes more pleaſure at his 
own home, being free both from clamour and'ex- 
pence. Heleads the Spaniſh Faftion, not withour a 
great deal of hopes fromthe Great Duke,who long- 
D 3 cth 


Rc nothing more. than, go have a Pope that} 
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may favour him , becauſe of the troubles and tra- 
verſes the Popes put him co,who lictle confader him. 
He was not at the Court whilſt I was there. But the | 
obliging humor of chat Prince is not unknown co 
your Lordſhips by other means, as likewiſe the 
great joy heever expreſſes at the lealt news of your 
proſperity, Heis a man that ſpeaks little, hath a 
good wit , and ardently defires the »dvantages of 
his Family:to ſerve whom he rather inftrr*d a long 
while inthe Conelave, then gave way to ele&t a- 
ny perſon that mighe not be picaſfing co the Great 
Duke. | 


Francs Barberino , who in the time of Urban and 
his Domination made (ome eſcapes, being hurri?d 
thereto rather by the impecuoſity of his nacure , 
than outof any evil intent', perceives at preſenc 
That it is in vain to trouble the world, having ex» 
tremely prejudic'd himſelf by diſcovering the vio-: 
lence of his paſſions, He hath loft all his hopes of 
everattaining to lit in the Boly Chair , which his 
Uncle Urban held, though otherwi:e, boch for his 
knowledge, and the catidour of his mind , . he is 
worthy co be placed therein, Which evidently 
ſhows, that innocency of life is no futticient motive 
to oblige the Cardinals to chuſe'a Man for Pope, it 
hapning very often, thac cogether with thegreareſt 
Sanity there may be jJoyned {ome other ſuch de- 
fe&s , as wereable to pur che whole world in a-con- 


Fuſion. Nevertheleſs Barberino hath a little reco- 


ver*d kis credit under Innocent, they having nored 


'the inconveniencies hapning in that Popes man- 


ner of Government , which they alſo found in Ur- 
ben's time 3 but with more moderation. -Alchough 
his Family inclines. cowards the French, yet he hath 

j Ever 


ad qa W 45 Wu » ew F, , » F | 1 
, # 4 . b J T4 f "% v A L% KK 
EF ® Y 


; 4 34. <4 ,v 37 


ever-ſhewed thar he\þach mere. regard forthe Spe- 


u#iard, his humor ſuicing bets e withithe, Genius of 
that Nation., As for the affe&ion he hath for your 
Serene Republique , I cannot. ſpeak ſo fully ofic , 
bur 1 ſhall leave Yomewhac anto)d, 


F 


Spada de Breſighele, which is a place in Romagnia, 
15 a man more conliderable for his Virtues chan his 
Birch , and who for this reaſon deſerves more ap- 
plauſe than heyert hath. But it (ſeems they do nor 
look upon him wich {o gooi an eye, becauſe of the 
proſperity of his Family, whoare lately in poſſeſli- 
on of much-riches, which ſome of the oldeit amongſt 
them have acquired by their Farms and Marriages; 
and which havealſo been ftnce multiplied cthorow 
cheinduitry of this ſamg Cardinal , and che-Facher 
Virgilzio Spada his Brother , who hath not been 
wanting in ſtriving co acquire. wealth, and raile 
his Houte, though he make profeſſion of a re- 
tired life. This Cardinal hath many very good 
qualities belides, which make bim worthy of a high= 
er degree 3 but thac whioh hinders him fram rifing, 
is the envy many have againſt him , ang the great 
number of Nephews he hath, whichare like co be 
encrealed by choſe Mariiages they have of late 
contrafted. I mult add tothis the liccle confidence 
the Spaniards have in him, who think kim a very 
(ubcile man, and one chat hath a great inclina- 
tion towards the Frexach, He hath a high eſteem for 
this Republique, and hath as much reſentment 1n' 
all hertroubles & dangers as any one what \oever. 


Sachetti, a Florentine,hath enrred Pope twice In- 
co the paſt Conclaves , bur ſtill came forth again 
Cardinal , co the great regret, of good people, and 


ſuch as are acquainted with his virtues. ' The Spd» 
D 4 niards 
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niards did not murmur ſo much againſt his ele="JY 


vation 8s the Florent'mes, who endeavoured all they 
could to thwart his Eleion; and I believe it now 
proceeds from no other'cauſe, bur only chey ha- 
ving been once engaged to exchide him, imagine 
that he will for ever reſent the injury they had done 
him, although he may have (ſerved chem much 
fince., Indeed, there are few in the Colledge fo wor- 
thy, if we conſider all his good qualities, He hath 
made himſelf the more fully known, by that con- 
{tancy wherewith he hath undergone thoſe diſap- 
poinements, and the ſc]licications he made to Ma» 
Zarine, to lay afide all thoſe jealonfies which might 
make him oppoſe the exaltation ot- the Cardinal 
Chigi,whom he «{teemed more worthy of the Chair, 
then any other, in a time Wherein his own hopes 
were not deſperate. He keeps the ſame reputation 
{till ac Courc which he bad formerly; and if his ad- 
vanced age would let him ſurvive che preſent Pope, 
ne would ever have the (ame.zpplauſe as formerly. 
He is commonly very indiff-rent in his afteQion to 
other Nations, ſeldom favouring one more then an- 
other 3 but I dare contidently (ay, that he is parti» 
al for*your Republique. | 


Ginetti of Veletre is a Cardinal, who though he 
be rich, and have a great deal of experience, yet 
does nothing thar gains much commendations, or 
that makes him eſteemed worthy to be raiſed higher 
then henowis. There is no other reaſon then the 
poornels of his ſpjrit appearing in all his altions, 
and his inſatiable defire to enrich himſelf ; whence 
they draw this conſequence, thac ſhould he be 
mounted higher, few ſhould parcake of his Gran- 
deurs or Bounty ; add hereto, that having been 


one of Vrban's greateſt Confidents aud Cy 
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'J he is entirely poſſeſſed with thoſe Mazxims which 
are nothing convenienc for the good of Chriften= 
dom. He omicced nothing within his power to make 


himſelf Pope che laſt times the Chair was vacant; 
but al:hough he found ſome Cardinals his friends, 
who liſtned to him in hopes of partaking of his 
favours, yet he found no body for him amongſt 
the Princes, who cannot promiſe much good to 
themſelves from a perſon ſo wedded to his own in- 
cereſts, and ſo little inclined to favour others. I 
know not, indeed,what to ſay of him. He makes 
profeſſion of much devotion, but I ſhould hardly 
ever truſt a man, who beſides his other defeRs, 
hath the reputation of perfe&ly knowing haw to 
diſlemble. 


'The Cardinal A#tonio Barberino is a man, who 
all his life-time hath ever been even Genrtility and 
Generofity it ſelf, He is engaged as much as can 
be poſlible co France, but in ſuch a manner how- 
ever, that he does nor make himſelf odious to other 
rival-Nations, becauſe he ſpeaks of all the world 
with a huge deal of reſpe&; and brings his affairs 
ſo about, chat none can juſtly complain of him. 
He reaps many advantages from the Crown of 
France, which nevertheleſs does not make him the 
richer, but rather the contrary, {ince he conſumes 
more money for them then he receives, as well in 
entertaining his friends perpetually whileſt he is in 
France,as in advancing the intereſts of that Crown. 
And by reaſon of the great inclination he hath for 
thac Country, where they live according to his 
humour, after a very free manner, he. would ra- 
ther make his reſidence there then in any part of 
the world; but ic is obſerved, that Magzgrine does 

- | nor 
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not look on him with a goodeye.,, perhaps out c 
jealoukie, becauſe his carriage ,, which is ſo fair and 
Pied » might be a diſadvantage to him , while 
£15 More than any. man alive in. favour with..his 
King. He was the firft , who ac the publication of 
the Peace, manifeſted the good-will he hath for 
France,and that in ſuch a noble and {plendid man» 
ner as wasthought worthy of bis generoſity, The 
afte&ion heibeers 'thac Nation does not make him, 
however, forgeifu! of what is due to the Princes 
of Italy , and particularly ro your Serene Lord- 
ſhips ,, whoſe merits he never mentions bur with 
_admiration. 


Colonne,a German, is the Head of his Family , by 
the diſpota] of the deccaſed Don Philip Colonne his 
Father, who having cleared his debrs by his good 
husbandry, thought: fit co recommend the dire- 
ion. thereof to char Son who ſeemed to be 
moſt wary and ſparing : Nor was he deceived 
in his choice, ſince this man , confidering his 
riches , which are great, eſpecially if we reckon 
what he hath from the Church, is ſo reſerved, 
when any money is to go from him ," that it is pre- 
ſumed, during the long time he hath managed 
their Eftate, he hatch heaped up a very great quan- 
city , Ta%:16g much delight in hoarding up continu- 
ally,but never expending any thing in a (upertluoys 
manner. To which cuc Suits he oppoſed by Law , 
which rhe Spaniards and Miniſters of that State 
had for a long time maintained till his Fathers 
death , '/have not alittle contributed, who think- 
ing themſelves moſt unjuſtly deprived of thoſe 
Honours, pretended to by his Family , diſputed 
it very., earneſtly againſt him , bur in che end 


Jieldedup all his antient precogatives to him,whichy 


muCct 
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* auch angmenced his Revenues, and; hath gained 
d | him a'very great efteem. Ar that cime when his 
e | Holineſs exhorted all choſe that were rich, to con» 
is | cribure ſomewhac towards the afliftagce of your 
}f | moſt Serene Republique, the was the only Cardi= 
ce | nal chat excuſed himſelf, alledging the dammage 
1» | which the Plague had done him in his Eftate : 
e | Nay, it bath been propounded to him only by 
\z | way of trial, togive out money at the higheſt In=. 
es | tereſt, as your molt Serene Republique is wone to 
- | allow, bur all was in vain; alchough heſcems to 
h | glory in his affe&ion towards you ; by which pro« 
feſſion he thinks he hath fully compleated bis 


devoir. 


11S Francietti of Luca is an honeſt man,and of ſome, 
d | underſtanding in moſt affairs; bur chefe kind of 
e- | honeſt people do nor ſucceed fo well when they: 
be | haveche Governmenc in hand. They take a- lis, 
2d | cence in all extravagant opinions, and became 
is | obltinace. and/pin@ilious, nor caring ſhow they 
ma | trouble the world, provided they can but main-' 
I, | can cheir own fancies, This man imagines that 
e- | he ſhould behave himſelf well enough were he mn 
ed | command,although he ſhow him(elf bur of a mean 
n- j| abilicy in ordinary matters. He was born-in a Re» 
u- | publique, and che Prelateſhip of kis- Councrey 
us || lighting on him, he ſoon pur them ina condition 
v » | of falling ouc with him, yea, and of conteſting 
itef} and quarrelling with the Pope too, and that for 
ersf| very flight reaſons. In the end, all theſe bro- 
\k-j villerres ve diſputes having conſtrained him to 
ole} quic his 'Church, he lefc his Family . involved 
in ſuch troubles as have much perplexed, and 


nd brought many great lofles upon him... To.re- 
ich} pair chis, he. lives ,in hopes of being Pope » bug 
ACE he 
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heexpe&s1t in vain, for I do not know any one | 


that defires it. 


| Brancaccio, a Neapolitan , though he were made 
a Cardinal when he chought nor of it, and, as it 
were by an unexpected accident , does not for all 
chis omit any pothble endeavour to mount high- 
er; Heis reconciled with the Spaniards,to whoſe 
ſhame he atrained thar Dignity : He hath madea 
ftrikt Amicy with che Great Duke, and is on good 
terms with Barberino : ina word, he does all he 
canto make good, and increa{c his credit, which 
is as yer but {ſmall , becauſe his thoughts ſoar roo 
high. Some have ſaid, that there was nothing 
reſting but a good underſtanding with the Freach; 
bur chat being equivocal , I ſhalltake it in the beſt 
ſenſe , from whence one may infer, that he treats 
with them in ſuch a manner as may diſpoſe them 
not to be againſt him , if he ſhould happen to be 
mentioned. He ſeemed to me to be paſſionate for 
you, nor ſhall [ believe hediſſembled much there« 
in, having witenough to know what your moft 
Serene Republique hath done tor che liberty of 
Ttaly. 


Harach of Bohemia comts to Rome only when 
the Chair is vacant: there are few other chings 
can oblige him to ſtay there, all his intereſt de- 
pending on the Kingdom of Bobemid#, and the 
Imperial Court. And being a Cavalier of a ve- 
ry frank Nacure, he makes ic appear , that the 
arts and diſſimylation , uſed ordinarily in' the 
Court of Rome, are not pleaſing to him. He hath 
ever teftifi'd a great deal of atfe&tion for your 
moſt Serene Republique , for ought that ever[ 


could learn from choſe that preceded me in my 
- 4 em- 
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employment z but having never been at Courc in 


my time , I cannot tel] what judgmene 1 ſhould 
have made of him, had [been acquainted with him 


my ſelf. 


I cannot aftirm any thing of the Cardinal Palot- 
taofthe Mercha, thoſe reports which I have heard 
of him being very various: Some have told me that 
he hath [trange fancies, which being palliated with 
che zeal of Reformation , cannor but cauſe a great 
deal of trouble and difurder, Others deſcribe him 
to be a very honeſt man, and of a good conſcience 3 

et all thisis che ſame only diverhfi*d , becauſe the 
reſolutions of thele kind of ſpirits, or their whim- 
ſeys rather, do till claſh themſelves : And there- 
fore he was lictlelooke upon in the laſt Conclave , 
where he concealed as much as poffible his deſire 
of being Pope; yet could he not carry it ſo cloſc, 
bur his Contidents diſcovered the extreme.paſſion 
he had for it. The Pope: makes no great account 
of him , although he have had ſome Legation : and 
there is ſome likelihood of reaſon forit;becauſe thofe 
that are lifted co the dignity of Pope, cag better 
Judge of che defects of cheir inferiours , then ſuch 
as are their equals in authority or degree. In his 
. Legation of Ferrara, he gave ſome occaſion of con» 
teſt ro your Signiory , and therefore although he 
ſpake much of her commendations , I ſhould never 


confide in him. 


Carpegna,of the State of Urbin,had reaſon enough 
to hope in the laſt Conclave, becauſe the Great 
Dake and Berberino did not rejett him , nor are his 
qualities \co be deſpiſed. Bur , ina word , when a 
Cardinal wants a certain_.credic which is given. by 


popular approbationzhe ſeidome ever attains to thie 
| et - Chair, 


46 A Relation of the'State 

, Chair. It cannot be denyed,: bur thar both pro 
bicy and fimplicicy of metiners do meet rogethe 
4n this Man. He underftands and can do as much 
as is required in the managing of publick effairs; 
but as for the preſſing of chem, or, if I may fo 
ſay, the refining of them , he is not much ap- 
—_ for being happy therein : nor during the 

aſt Conclave, was there any one that could 
promiſe himſelf more than very mean reſolutions 
for the publick ſervice, under his Government : 
and therefore as ſoon as ever he was ſpoken of, they 
found that he had not a ſpirit great enough for 
high a dignity.” Nevertheleſs he ſhewed himſelf 
worthy of praiſe, in that whatever his hopes, and 
the reſolutions ofthe Coriclave were, he never ſeem 
edto trouble himſelf. | He loves your molt Serene 
Signiory well enough, which [ have gather*d from 
the diſcourſes he hath held with-me,-as' alſo from 
the repoitrs of ſuch as have heard him ih particular 
converſations, when' mention hath been made'o 


Publick affairs. 


Filormarini of Naples hath made known his autho- 
rity in choſe diſputes he: had with the King's Mi- 


niſters, during the laſt croubles in that Kingdom, 
He ſhew*d'an invincible courage upon the threats 
which were like to have ſucceeded to efte&s of vio- 
lence againſt him, to make him ule pans Povnrry 
Bur helikewiſc ſheweda very great humility toward 
the Catholique King,thereby to let kim know,thar 
he was difturbed wrongfully ; and 'his'plea herein 
carryed it againſt all, that che greateſt Miniſters 9 
that Crown'could oppoſe againſt him, 'But by tion 
much he hath ehcres(2t h1s reputation thereby, il 
much hath he alſo therein prejudiced him, as to 
the thoughts he might have had of hopesand ew 
gn! 
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dignity,through'that obſtinacy'spparent in him not 
| co change , or femit any thing of his firſt reſohiti- 
if ons,. how dangerous and' violent foever "che at- 
remprs are againſt him. He wasa'confident ſervant 
ol of Barberino's in the time of his profpericy ,'whofe 
| ſervices have been very well rewarded. Bur I do 
4 not know what thanks choſe can promiſe ro them- 

ſelves that ſhould help him co be made Pope, 
o| he-being-a -man that hath a marvelous” good 
opininion of himſelf :, and one that belreyes e- 
very thing 1s que to, his. own \merics. 'I never 
treated -with him! , he not having been at:Romein 
my time. : > os. a. 


Maculano, or St; Clement, # Dominican, is's fniall 
« Brother, who'undee his poor mean Frock hityggs am- 
i] bitions-and bigh thoughts. He builds fine Caftles tn 
i] the air, fancying, that as he'came tb be'a Cardinal 
| withour meriting of ic, fo hathay as well niſero 
the' Pope's Chair. There is no quality co be found 
in him chat can diſtinguiſh him from the viftgar. 
He hath licele or no experience in Stace-affairs' He 
| is Icarned as a Monk , but excehiot their erchnary 
| capicicy,and hath ſome Skill m'Fortificarions'” Bur 
with this heis very covetons'; aiid' loves his Ne+ 
| phews exceedingly , whoare young people of very 
{| 11] behaviours: it he ad che command, which God 
forbid, there would be matter enough of ſcandal, 
This was taken notice of, by him chac could have 

j aſſiſted him, to wit, Barberins, who hating a Heen+ 
| tious' life, wonld never ſpeak one word for him , 
though Maculano had friends to ſecond what he 
ſhould have ſaid,'4nd were aged'enovgh co pretend 
to the Place, Nevertheleſ#he'may live very wear 
his eaſe, if he'will content himſelf with che con- 
1 dicion he is in poſſeſſion of, which cruly ar £6 
'F atis- 


— 


48 A Relation of the State 


ſatisfe him. He hath named himſelf for Candi- 


date, Which 1s to ſay , he aſpires to the Chair, 
though among(t thoſe of his own Fraternity , he 
could never haveatcained co be General of their 


Ocder. 


Giorio de Camerinoga (ervant to the Houſe of Bar» 
berino in buſineſs of ſmall conſcquence , found a 
way by his handſome manner of (ſerving , cogain fo 
much upon the good-will of his Nephews,and after 
wards on Pope Urbaz, that having gotten much 
riches in his long ſervice, he was reputed worthy 
to bea Cardina)]. He is very lictle eſteemed ac 
Court , his behaviour not being noble enough to 
correſpond with his dignity. He keeps cloſely:uni- 
ted tro Barberino his Soveraign Benefa&or, and in 
that ſhews he deſerved co be advanced. He hath ne+ 
ver been nominated for to be made Pope, noris 
there any great hopes he ſhould be in eleRion ,. be» 
cauſe, beſides the meannels of his birth, thoſe qua» 
lities ;are wanting in him which ſhould make him 
worthy to ſtand in the rank of ſuch - as pretend to 
that Supreme Dignity,.unle(s chey ſhould puſh, him 
forward purpoſely-co make him fall, and ger.time 
in the incerim ronegotiate another's prefermenc 
with more ſecurity. | 


Fachinetti, of Bologya, hath been employed in the 
higheſt Offices of che Courc , and, Nunciator of 
Spain, wich a conſtant reputation of an honeſt man, 
and very able. This is a Cardinal , of whole repu- 
tation they have very advantageous Opinions, 
which when time ſuits will make them willingly re- 
fi-& on his goodqualities z and this fair opinion 
they have of him he {preſerves , by making his or- 
dinary reſidence at his Church of Spoleta 3 and 7% 

voide 
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' voiding all oecafions-thar might forfeit it, by not 
concerring himſelf with che preſent Court-inte= 
reſts, for fear leſt in medling therein, inftead of in- 
creaſing his repucation, he ſhould give tome cauſe 
of diſguſt and rupture : He isa Lord of a very {ſweet 
converſation, and ſpeaks paſſionately for the in- 
r= | terelts of your Signiory ; from whom I dare pro- 
a | wiſe effe&s corefpondent, ſhould he attain to a 
(of higher degree. 


h R oſetti of Ferrar& is a creature born,bred,and ad- 
y | vanc'd in the boſome of Barberins, who loved him 
cy by accident, andafrer helped him to employments, 
Off which raited im up to be a Cardinal. He was in 
I- | danger being in England during thoſe troubles, 
nj wich have encreaſed ſo long as to arrive to the 
'* | firange heighth of misforcune they were then in : 
Is | ' But a more wary Miniſter might have withdrawn 
- | himſcifwichout forfeiring his devoir. Being at C:lext 
- | 1 qualicy ofa Nuncio, he could nor avoid being (ul[- 
mf pected of partialicy towards the Spaniards, and did 
o | rogether with themybreed ſome diſorder in their af- 
N | fairs;Ac Rome he did not ſhew himſelf very grateful 
© | tohis BenefaQor , having ſubjcRed;himſelf ro the 
Ci Spaitiards. In the Conclave he was almoſt che onely 

mair that difapproved the Ele&ian . of the /pretent 
+ | Pope. Sochat all cheſe things being heaped toge= 
e | ther, one may infer, that he is not a Cardinal of a= 
f | ny eminenc vertue,: although he hath been wiſe 
» | enough co makeſuch good uſe of his time,as to have 
* | freed his Family: from thoſe incauveniences which 
| artend:a mean Fortune, He keeps himſelf; at his 
= | Church art Faexſe , withour any defign of ſhewing 
1 biimſelf much at Roine, where till thoſe evil imprefy 
*{ fions are raken off, or forgotten, he would nos be 
- | lookedipon with any great mo-—_— 


Grimald 
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Grimaldi, a Genoeſe, ſhews by his looks, that heis 
a man of great undertakings, from whom no other 
effe&s can be expeed, bur ſuch as uſually proceed 
from penſfive ſpirits, which are quarrels, jealous, 
bold and daring enterprifes, with all kind of ſub- 
tilties to make good his defigns. This man hath 
had ſome great defigns on foot already, to the pre- 
Judice of the publique peace, and that onely .for 
ſome advantages to himſelf, without regarding the 
inconvenience of others: and this was the cauſe, 
thac finding he was mounted as high as be could 
pretend, which was to have a good Church in 
France, where he might ſay, Here is my reſt ; 1ma- 
gining that he ſhould be a ſecond Mazarine, he 
was deceived, Mazerine deſiring to reign al@ne, 
that the world might know they owed the good 


ſucceſs of that Government to his direftion, He' 


was not at Rome in my time; thoſe that were ac- 
quainted with him have deſcribed him co me, to 
be as crafty a man as any one, but yet a perſon 
wanting that addreſs or diſcretion, which hke the 
Salr, ought to ſeaſon all the parts of Policy. | 
ſhould not confide in his words, when he: com- 
mends this State, becauſe we ought not to give be» 
lief to ſuch men as propound noocher end but their 
own intereſt, 


Here I ſhould ſpeak of Mazarine, and there mighe 
be much (aid of him, but your moſt Serene Lord- 
ſhips are ſo well informed ofthe Perſon and Maxims 
of this great Miniſter, thac I could ſay norhing 
which would nor tal ſhort ofthe knowledg you bave 
elſewhere had of him 3 yet ſhall I not emit co lec 
you be acquainted in what eſteem he is with the 


preſent Pope z which I believe is a ching worthy 


your 
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your knowledge, becauſe you may from thence 
pueſs the true reaſon of the difficulties in thoſe 
affairs which muſt neceſſarily betreared of in ei- 
ther Court. | 
The Pope had very ill impreſſions of the Cardi- 
nal when he was Nuncio at Collex : for obſerving 
attentively the reaſons the Mediators alledged for 
a General Peace, he found the French had always 
ſome reſervations iri their anſwers, which did not 
correſpond, as he judged, with the equity 'of the 
Spaniards propoſitions; which made him fully per- 
(waded, refle&ing on (ome other inconveniencies 
hapning when they came to confer, that all the 
obſtacles which recarded fo- great a happineſs for 
all Chriſtendom ; proceeded from the Cardinal 
Mazarine., But, as the ends he then propounded 
requir*d him not to diſcover his opinions therein 
to choſe Nations that were inrtere($'d, ſo he nego- 
tiated ftill with ſo much caution;that few or none 
knew what was in his thoughts. Being returned 
afterwards to Rome; and the place of Secretary 
of State being given to him, he was fortified moze 
then ever in the ill opinion he had conceived 
againſt che Cardina], being thereto induced, 
not onely by ani increaſe of che difficulties in 
the Treaty on the French fide, but: likewiſe. by 
the injurious ſpeeches of Pope Innocent, who had 
4 particular averfion for Mazarine, and who al- 
 wayes blamed him as the onely cauſe of the 
dammage and ' ruine which Chriftendome. ſuf- . 
fered under, Which made Alexander, being rai- 
ſed to the Papal Dignity, {although he had ſome 
reaſon to forget. his hatred, fince Mazsrine 
condeſcended to his Exaltation) 'to become more 
envenomed, becauſe amidit the hopes he had, 
that his Mediation might produce ſome good. 
E 2 cowards 
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towards the general Peace” he underſtood, that 
the ways leading thereto were more blocke 

then eyer, France being Leagued with England 
without any reſpe& ro the intereſts of the lawful 
Succefſors of that Kingdom, or any confiderati- 
on that they were ofthe Blood-Royal of France ; 
not minding, as the Pope ſaid, the Reputation of 
the moſt Chriſtian King, which by this baſe Alli- 
ance was even trod under foot ; whence follaw- 
ed, that laying aſide all che Moderation he had 
tjll- chen ſhewed in ſpeaking of Mazarzne, one 
could not ſo mich as mention the affairs of Frauce, 
or; thoſe that treated of them, bur his Holineſs 
would flie out co ſtinging injurious expreſſions, 
diſcovering what he had with much art conceal- 
ed ſo long before; That be took, bim to be the foun- 
tein and ſpring of all the miſeries of Chriftendom, That 
in him alone bad the Hereticks founded all their bopes 
to predominate over the Catholiques, And that there 
Was @ Juſt cauſe: ro apprebend, that from him would 
ariſe a general diſturbance againſt the publique Peace-: 
That thi doubly diſpleaſed him, becauſe of the wrong he 
did to that Dignity which be: unworthily ſuſtazned. ; 
And though bis. Predecrſſors bad not confidered-the 
ſhame tbatrefleGed onthe Sacred Colledge,in ſuffering 
this man to be the . Author of ll thoſe. miſchiefs 5 he 


. haped that God would giue him both courege aud power 
enough to reſent,as he imended, the prejudice that was 
 #bereby donets Religion, and.the advantages the Enge- 


mes thereof :bad procured, If Come:body under the 


-pretence of ſeconding the Popes Reſencment at 


that-time, had not by a diſcourſe ſuitable to. his 
humor, endeavoured powerfully to moderate his 
paſtion,it is to be feared he would haveproceeded 
to ſome greater violence and anger : Burt he that 


heard the Popes complaints,made a very prep 
uſe 
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ufe of them, endeayguring to wipe all. thoſe evil ' 
opinions of him our of his thoughes and memory. 
As for my own part,, thoitgh at'the beginning of 
my Emballie, I found the wound yer open, I orbir= 
ced not, on every occafion, when I thonghre 1t con- 
venient,to infinuate to his Holinefs,that cheſe times 
ofc required,thir particular perſons ſhould in their 
counſel overſway Princes, and that it was an effe&t 
of great prudence to lay aſide all biccernefs when 
we created with them, unleſs we would have'thar 
wound, which perhaps would heal up of ic ſelf, to 
become incurable by ofcen rubbing of it : that he 
might have his reaſons likewiſe, which being heard, 
would juſtifie, or perhaps expoſe him lefs ro' cen- 
ſure for ſuch reſolutions, which ſometimes do not 
depend on his will alone, bar che reſult and incli- 
nation of other Miniſters, with whom his Maxims 
would not ſuffer him co diſagree. And if ic were 
otherwiſe,yer however, France did not enjoy ſogreat 
a happineſs as to defire a War, unleſs it were appa= 
rent that thoſe who counſelled it had very power- 
ful morives to continue it, till chey could find our a 
certain way to make both a good and laſting peace. 
Theſe reaſons ſufticed ro moderate the Popes com- 
plaintsa littlez yet was he not ſo well ſatisfied, bur 
rejefing him he ſaid, That when ever be had a mind 
to obtain any thing of bis King and Council, that con- 
cernea by particular favour br intereſt, be knew bow to 
obtain whatever he fancied, it being known to all t9 
what height and grandeur he had by his ſubriltzes 
raiſed bis Family, and thoſe that had joyned their in- 
Fereſts with bim ; but, when ever it was required that 
be ſhould at for the good of the Pablique, big power 
was weak and languiſhing;, which was a very Clear 
argument, that be faw the augmentation of his fortune 
dependgd on a continuance of the War, which Chari 
5 "1x - on in 
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bim a thouſand opportunities to make new friends and | 
creatares by the diftribution of Offices, which he be- 
ſtowed, according to bis own will, upon ſuch perſons as 
gave bim much applauſe, which he preferred, though it 
lafted but @ moment, to the immortal glory he might 
bave acquired, by delivering Chriftendom from ſo great 
and continual troubles,as put it in danger of being at 
laſt made the prey of Heretiques and Mahomerans. 
In che mean while, the times of Audience appoint- 
ed, were waſted in theſe and che like Diſcourſes; 
which croubled me exceedingly, becauſe I fare- 
ſaw, that from this Antipathy , which daily en- 
creaſed, we could not but expe& (ome great 
and notable prejudice would accrue to the Pubs 
lique. 

Swe this, upon the firſt {I;ght rumours , which 
were whiſpered of the Peace, the Pope ſulpe&ed ir 
was (ome new artifice of Mazarin's to lull the world 
2{l-ep, and cake off his hacred againſt him, with in- 
tent corenew the War after wards,when during che 
Truce he had jultifi'd his pretences;burt having been 
certainly informed that the Peace wenc roundly 
forward, & thac things were brought corfuch a paſs, 
that none could doubc of a good (ucceſs from this 
Treaty; then he declared both to me and all others 
thac he was highly pleaſed; but every one knew this 
content of his was mixt with an allay of diffatisfa« 
&ion,to ſee that Mazarin had made himſelf the Ar- 
bitrator of Peace and Warby chis A&,& attributed 
to himſelf alonethe honour of doing both the one 
and other. I ſhall reſerve what I have to ſay here- 
upon, till Icometo creat of that Chapter which 
ſhall creat of the [ntelligence berwixc the Pope and 
France. But all the averfion the Pope made appear 
againſt. Matarin, did not take off the Court from 
admiring the capacity of ſogreat a Man, whoif he 

| | cruely 
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uely did embrace more than the natural heat of 
France could well have digeſted (andin chat reſpe& 
ſome of his defigus cannot be excuſed of temerity) 
yet it is obſervable,thac Fortune hath ever been his 
Second, who fighting for him,he can never be want- 
ing of means to overcome the greateſt difticulciesz 
Forthe world hath taken notice, that thoſe Parties 
he hath {ided with have rarely miſcarry'd, which 
makes divers confeſs, That how great a States-mani 
ſocver the Cardinal of Kicbelieu was, yet he never 
had ſo much skill and policity in diſcovering and 
countermining the defigns of Strangers , and 
bringing whatever he defign'd to paſs, for the ad- 
vantage of the Crown of France, as this Man who 
was his Scholar and Succefior; who if be ſucceed 
as well in times of Peace, as he bath done in time 
of War, his name will be ſo much the more im» 
mortal. | 


Urſin,a Roman,isof a Family known to your moſt 
Serene Lord(hips, as for the Service which his 
Grand-fathers bath done for your Scate,which hath 
ever held them in great confideration. They are, 
however, aliccle declined from their former Repu- 
tation, by che miſgovernmentr of ſome of the Suc- 
ccfſors of thoſe, who by their brave a&ions had 


- raiſed it. That which hath cauſed noſmall dimi- 


nution to their Honour, was, their bargaining for 
more orleſs with thoſe who made uſe of them co 1n- 
vade the liberties of otherszco which may be added 
that the number of their Family is diminiſhed. The 


_Cardinal of whom weſpeak, is more addi&ed to his 


pleaſures than to any (erious bufineſs, which makes 
ſome defire he bad that ripe and ſtaid judgmenc 
which ſhone ſo in his Anceſtors. The Family does 
howeyer but begin to recover it ſelf, at a ſeaſon 
; E 4 wherein 
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wherein it may happen to come to its period 


for want of iſſue; for having taken Wives ra- 
ther rich than fruitful, our of a defire to repair 
their loſſes, they are in a way of loſing their 
name, by an over-ſight greater than the fors 
mer. They all make profeſſion of continuing 
fill in the good affeftion they have fo long 
preſerved rowards your moſt Serene Repub- 
_— But they are worth little, and can do 
els. 


Effe, Uncle to the Duke of Modena, hath made 
the world ſpeak of him, both in Peace and War. [ 
cannot tell whether he were much pleaſed toſee me 
, at Rome, by reaſon of the little (arisfation his Bro- 

ther had of me, whilſt I was Commiilary for your 
moſt Serene Republique, at the beginning of the 
War you had with che Barberino's. Although he can 
diſſemble, and is well enough skilled in che Art of 
concealing his reſentments, yet cannot [| believe 
him ſatisfi'd with whar I did, though the thing weac 
not on ſo faras thoſe of the Houſe of Effte pretend- 
ed for their intereſt. The Pope, who bach nor been 
very well ſatisfhd with the Duke, who ftidy?*d ro ob- 
ſerve the will of Mazarin in every thing, as if he 
had been his ſ]ave, and perceived that this Cardinal 
15 of the ſame inclination, looks upon him 4s a per- 
ſon more inclined to trouble than quiztne(s; which 
he does not however divulge, becauſe he hath grea- 
ter pretences than ever to that portion of Eſtate 
which was not annexed to the Dutchy of Ferrara, 
when it fell cothe Church , as I ſha}l ſhow in ano» 
ther place, ft will be difficule for him therefore 
to be looked on favourably by the Pope, who hath 
made it appear, that he can right himſelf by che 
Sword, when they deny him Juſtice. This Cardi- 


nal 
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nal keeps a Palace at Rome, where there arc 
much People and Nobilicy , that are punQually 
paid : which evinces,that the late Wars hath impo- 
veriſhed the Subjeas, and very much enriched che 
Maſter, 


Coſtaguti, a Roman, but born of a Gexoan Father, 
is one of that ſort of men that can eafily heap up 
wealch, by which they have raiſed chis Houſe to us 
Nobilicy and Purple; bur to judge of their fortune, 
as wveare wont to judge of all new-begun proſperi- 
ties, one may ſay, Thar ſo great riches acquired in 
ſo.(bort a ſpace of time, are hardly compatible wich 
any {awful means of obtaining thetn. Bir riotwich= 
ſtanding all this, the Cardinal is a very agreeable 
man, and he did hugely fatisfie me, in ſhowing me 
he was ſo well informed of the intereſts of chis 
State, and had fo full a knowledge of che Merits of 
y our moſt Serene Republique. 


Donghi, a pure Genoeſe, came forth of Gemoe, 
when he was not expeRed, with a very confiderible 
ſtock of riches, which hath fince opened the way to 
his greatneſs; having been much furthered by thoſe 
qualities he hath, which are ſo deſerving, that he 
thac raiſed him hath no cauſe to repent the doing it, 
The Court does generally praiſe him : But he was 
ever abſent all my cime,(o that Icar: give no judg» 
ment of him,but from che reports of others,which 
however do tend to allow hitn the quality of a Man 
of merits, and one that is very affcCiotiare tg your 
moſt Serene Republique, 


Rondanini, a Roman, though he be ori indy of 
Romagnie, is worthy of the depret he fratit $, "for 
the goodneſs and fifyplicity of his maritiers, But'he 
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is otherwiſe no great man, for he hath but a weak 
judgement,which would cafily loſe it ſelf ſhould he 
apply himſelf co bufineſs. He deſerves, however, the 
good- will of your moſt Serene Signiory, for the ma- 
ny things he ſpeaks in her praiſe, and for the ma- 
ny Services his Family heth done your Stare, 
whereof the blood of che Marquiſs his Brother was a 
teſtimony, who would needs fignalize himſelf in an 


Employment as worthy as a War for Religion and 
Liberty. 


Gabrieli, a Roman, is a man that endeavours 
to conceal what is in his heart; for rinſtead of 
diſcovering himſelf, he makes a great Apology 
of Complements. There are ſome of opinion, 
chat his Artifice may help to raiſe him higher 3 
bur 1 do not believe it, becauſe the manner of 
ating of Pope Innocent, which is that of the Ro» 
wenes , hath opened the eyes of the world too 
much, the preſent times requiring rather a per- 
ſon that will prefer the publique good than his 
own. He abides the moſt part of his time at his 
Church of Aſcoli, feeding himſelf with this Maxim, 
That the leſs a Cardinal is at Court, the eaſier 
1s it for him to get into the Pope's Chair. But, 
though that may be true in rel, yet it holds no 
water amongſt the cunning and refined Roman 
Wirs, who by this very retreat diſcover his minde 
ſooneſt that would thereby hide ic, and whoever 
prefer that Man brit, who is moſt skilful in the ma- 
nagement of gres. affairs. 


Lngo, a Spaniard and Jeſuit, is a man very 
lesrnedin Divinicy; but fince he forſook the Pulpic, 
ſc hath ſhewed himſelf noleſs skilful in State-mat- ; 
ters. He ated with great ſucceſs in the Genre | 
or 


of the Court of Rome. 
for the elefion ofthe preſent Popezand though Ber- 
berino were cried down for deliring to make him 
Pope, out of a certain fancy that came in his head, 
yer did he uſe his utmoſt endeavour to advance Chj- 


gi,whom he knew to be very favourable to his con» 
gregation, as he hath fance ſhewed himiclf. He can 


do no more then he now doth to make it appeer to 


your Signory , that he hath a great eſteem for you, 
and that he is extremely troubled co fee her op- 
prefled by ſuch fierce and porent Arms. I believe 
he ſpeaks frankly, being a conſcientious man ; bur 
perhaps,too, the great defire he hath co make choſe 
ot his Order more acceptable amongit you, prompes 
his congue tolay more then 1s In his hearc. 


Raggi,a Genoeſe , who ſucceeded Raggi his Un- 
cle , was made a Cardinal by che Genoeſes means , 
who to raiſe him co this Dignity , expendedtwice 
as much 2s is uſual.” But ic i» very juſt that che mo= 
ney, which they ſqueeze from all the world , ſhould 
be afcerwards turned inco that (moak which the 
Court of Reme dayly (ſells. This Cardinals endow- 
ments are very proper and fic for a Miniſter of the 
Chamber, as be hath been a long time : and in- 
deed, there are few that do ſucceed betterin char 
employment than che Genveſes, who are moſt aRive 
in running about co fill cheir purſes.1 aim cold,that 


fince he is made Cardinal, he hath ſhewed himſelf” 
ſomewhat more gallant, endnath pretty well ftu-. 


died the affairs of the world ; which may be ſoon 
learned, having a very preſent wic, ifhe do bur a 
ply himſelfas much coir , as he Gid in his Office of 
the Pope's Treaſurer, 


Homodei , a Milanois, choſe rather to follow the 
Prelacy, andattain co the Purple,than co poetugns 
is 


— 
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his Family, which is in hazard of periſhing for want 
of Iſſue. [tis nevertheleſs confiderable , full of 
wealth, and alli'dro chegreateft Families in Spain. 
He hath obtained what he pretendedto, after he 
had made himſelf known to be a man capable of e- 
very thing , tying himſelf ftritly to the things that 
beiong to his profeſſion. He is of a very free diſpo- 
ſition , as the Lombards generally are , ſothar one 
may confide in him. He ler ſomething fall in the 
Conclave which did nor pleaſe the Spaniards ; but 
there were ſeveral in the Conſpiration,ſo that they 
could not lay the faulc on him fingly: He ſays 
plainly chat he is a Venet;an, as much as his fidelity 
co his King will ſuffer himz which is co ſay in good 
Engliſh, he 1s a good Italian. 


The-Prince Fobn Charls of Medices, Brother of 
the Great Duke,is ever inſeparably uniced with the 
Cardinal Char!s his Uncle , the Dean of che Col- 
ledge 3 in this, however , his repucation 15 the grea- 
ter, as having carried himſelf with much hear co 
the excluſion and with much skill co the incluſion 
of choſe , who being either parcial, or his friends , 
were included. There can be nothing expeQed from 
chis Lord, who is perfeft in Reaſons of Stace , bur 
ſuch a&ions,as ſha)l be favourable,and for the good 
of Italy , wherein likewiſe the good of his own Fa- 

 mily is compriſed. 


Ludovifio, of Bologna , who was grafted into that 
Family by the Mother of the Prince Ludoviſio, hath 
the repucation of an honeſt man; but he hath choſe 
defeats to which all ſuch kind of men are ſubjeCt 5 
for they are obſtinate and indiſcreer,and ſomerimes 
too they havea grain of folly. Ir is difficult co Ne- 
gotiate. with him: for if in any bulinefs it _ 
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once into his mind, that there is ſome.caſe of Con- 
ſcience in it ; 3t makes him ſo obſtinate , that no- 
thing is ever able to make him change his opinion; 
and thac moſt commonly withour any reaſon , as 
the Officers of the Penicenciaries chemſelves have 
confefſed, of whom he is the Chief : Whence ic 
follows , that although as a Soveraign' Miniſter he 
might diſpatch buſineſs , ſceing be hath the power, 
yet one mult neceſſarily rerurn co the Pope, and be 
at a double crouble to obcain bis command for the 
expedition of it. [ dealr che leaſt wich him.| poſſy- 
bly covldz ic being hard cocome farly off with ſuch 
men; on the contrary, theres notbing ro be gain- 
ed molt commonly from them bur ill-will and dif- 
concen. 


Santa Croce, a Roman, agreed with Pope Inne- 
cent's genius, inthe eafieand clear mechod where- 
in.I have heard him expreſs che moſt difficult and 
knotcy affairs 3 and that was it which gained him 
the favour of Innocent: for although that Pope 
were a great Lpwyer , yet he did nor very readily 
underſtand a difficult caſe'; and cherefore he loved 
thoſe that made things ca{ze and clear co him, and 
fic for his apprehenſion : belades , he had taken a 
fancy co raiſe the ſomewhat-deprefſed antient no- 
| ble Families of the Rowan Nobility , as was this of 

Senda Croce,that they mighc owe the obligation ro 
.him, He had accompliſhed this deſign , had nor ays 
Niece with her much imporcunity diverted it. . Jes 
certain , that the inclufion of -this Cardinal was 
. bigbly praiſed: be having-added both. Vircue and 
Merit to his Nobility , which:;good.opinioa he con- 
firms by che dzyly proofs he gives of his good-will 

inall publick affairs Mg. J 
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Cibo, who is one of the Lords of Melts of Carra> 
ye, hath a great reputation ac Conrt,becauſe of the 
integrity of his mind, his good life, and great know= 
ledge of the intereſts of Princes, in which he hath 
fignaliz'd himſelf in rwo Legations, He is adored, 
if I may ſay fo, in the Church of Fefi, where he re- 
ſides; and che Pope,who otherwiſe would have need 
of men of his parts,does not tall him thencegzas un- 
willing codeprive that City of ſo worthy s Paſtor. 
And were it their rule to reward Merit, there is no- 


.'thing ſo great and good but would fall to his ſhare; 


but private intereſt denies it him: I ſhould readily 
give him my vote, were itrequired, knowing [ 
ſhould therein at the ſame time both ſatisfie my 
conſcience, and ſerve my Country , which 1 under- 
ftand how really he loves. 


Aquavive, x Neapolitan, was preferred before ari- 
other whom Pope Innocent defired , for ſome covli- 
derations repreſented to him by DonnaOlimpia, who 
foreſceing the Pope could not long ſurvive,thougltc 
it good-poitcy coſtrengthen her Family by the ad- 
vancement of ſuch noble perſons as mighr prote& 
her an occaſion. But ſhe deceived ker (elf, regarding 
only the merits of the perſons,and not confidering 
whether ſhe ſhould receive all thoſe acknowledg- 
ments and retribucions which men of honor are en. 
gag'd toreturn at need, He hath , however, a po- 
pular applanſe; bur IT cannot tell whether the Sp#- 


_ Hiards areſacisfi'd with him , fince he did not ſeem 


to give them any content in the Conclave., But 
am very much taken wich his expreſſions , which 
evertend tothe publick good. 


Goudi, or as he is called at preſent, de Rets, hath 
made the world calk of him, both before and mm 
is 


& 


of the Court of Rome. 63 
his promotion to be Cardinal : before , becauſe he 
was as it werethe Scourge, that excited troubles in 
all occurrences,thar admitted of the leaſt pretence 
to chwarc the preſent Government : and fince, be= 
cauſe his auchoricy being encreaſed , he preſumed 
his imporcunirties againſt Mazarin and his Partifans 
would become more effetual,and chat onely for his 
particular intereſt, and co make himfelf famous in 
the adminiſtration of affairs. It cannot be denied 
but Magarin was in a kind of a dream when he na- 
med him for that D:gnity , and commitcred a very 
great error therein, not forecaſting the event. of ic, 
And indeed, Pope Innocent reproached him highly 
for deſpifing and dealing unhandſomely with one 
of thar Dignity, whom both himſelf and all France 
had preſented to the Court of Rome, by their re- 
commendations, Buc this does not make good the 
too bold pretences of the Eccleſiaſtical power, which 
preſumes , it is unlawful for great Princes tore- 
{train che exorbitances ofa Cardinal , that endea- 
vours to trouble the peace of the Country. There 
were divers Aﬀemblies at Rome to conſult a 
way , whereby , without prejudice to the Cardinal 
Dignicy, they might allay his diſcontent;but it was 
very difficulc , fince thole of France required ſecu- 
rity that he ſhould breed no diſtarbauce; and thoſe 
in Rome could not reſolve to doit , becauſe the 
means propounded was to give away his Church 
ar Paris to another, .and keep him out of France, 
withouc leaving him deſtitute of what was neceſſa« 

Ty for his maintenance. | 


Charles Barberino is the third Cardinal of that 
Family, which is rarely ſeen; but that which de- 
ſerves more admiration,is;thac this exceſs of favour 


proceeded from a Pope , who made it his cask to 
eclipſe, 
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eclipſe, not to ſay , deſtroy that Houſe; ſo evident 
it is, chat ſelf-incereſt over-ſways the;minds of men, 
making thoſe chat were the moſt inveterate ene- 
mies, to, become the moſt endeared friends. This 
reconciliation , andthealliance that was made be- 
ewixt theſe Families , was the work of Donna Olim- 
piz, who prudently con(idered,thar if che Pope (uf- 
fer*'d chis enmicy to continue, he would-be expo- 


ſed thereby to the ſame inconveniencies they bad 


brought upon others. This reflexion pleaſed , and 
was ſeconded by a moſt advantageous reciprocal 
union. Nor was there any cauſe to ſcruple that the 
Pope joyned Purple coPurple in the ſame Family, 
conſidering the excellent qualities of this young 
man, Who ſhewed an extraordinary wit-and mode- 
ſy coall men, and who applying himfelf wholly to 
the nobleſt ſtudies, renounced his birth-right in fa» 
vour of his younger Brother , co make himſelf a 
Churchman ; and indeed, he 1s a very good Cler- 
gy-man. who never meddles with any other kind of 
buſineſs. He depends abſolucely on the Cardinal 
Franc# , and conforms himſelf wholly to his man- 
ner of life. 


Pio, a Ferrarian , 15 of a Family known toyour 
moſt Serene Lordſhips for ics Nobility, and the me- 
rits of its Branches, which ſhall make: meſay.the 
leſs of bim. He docs not enjoy his health pertealy 
though he be but young, and may perhsps leave 
his Churck at Ferrara, becauſe the air of Rome'bet- 
cer agrees with him, where he hactracquir*d a.great 
deal of wealth, and intends: to ſettle himſelf alto- 
gether. He glories in the natural affe&ion hehath 
towards your moſt Serene Signiory , asof a thing 
ke much values and moſt highly eftecms. | 
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Aidobranain, a Roman, but originary of Florence, 
is che only remainder of a Papal Family, founded 
npon ſeven Great-grand-children,Nephews of Cle- 
ment the VIII, who were ſo extreme robuſt, thac 
one wauld have judged their Line eternal, and yet 


this Branch is withered, To find a Cardinal of chis 


Family, as the Princels Refſano delired, whois the 
(ole Rcirets of all chat Eftace,they were fain toſecek 
out this {mall Courcier, who fprings from che ſame 
Scock indeed, bur by reaton of h15 poverty was neg- 
Ic&ed even of bis own kindred, T his example, to« 
gether with many others, ſhould make the Popes 
clearly know,as well as their kindred,that whatever 
eare and pains they cake to raiſe their Family, ic 
never {ucceeds or continues long, God not being 
pleaſed toſuffer thoſe Grandeurs, which are found= 
ed on the Churches Patrimony, to ftand as they 
would have it. And whoever would be pleaſed to 
look over the Hiſtory of the Popes, where cheir Fa- 
milies are regiſtred, ſhall find this an infallible 
Truth : for one ſhall diſcover, that eitherthey were 
quice extingu:iſh:d, or (uch as were left remaining 
became rediced to a condition below a mean for- 
tune, This Carginal doth acknowledge, thar all he 
hath came from that Princeſs, who was willing to 
ſhew her acknowledgements tothe blood of the At- 
dobrandino's, and now, by ſhewing bicuſelf warthy, 
as he hath done,of the honour conferred upoll him, 
and gaining a good opinion of every one, upon all 
occaſions, he patiently expe&s therime which may 
prove more favourable to him. 


Vidman ſiaid longer here then he faid he would 
do when he went from Rome, where he was \ur- 


priſed with the immature death of Count David his 
F Brother, 


g 
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Brother, for whom the whole Court wag very ſor- 


rowful; becauſe thoſe Lords, beſides the good for- 
tune they have had to fee their Family ſo well ſto. 
Ted with ail forts of riches, do fo win the 2fieftions 
of a!l peovle by their (weet converſe, that there is 
none but are ravi{h'd at their proſperity, The Cars 
cinalis alſo an excellent natur*'d man, who, to all 
his other good qualicies,addsa moſt cender love to- 
wards his Country,whici 1s reciprocally obliged to 
make their acknowledgments to him upon every 
occaſion. 


Spada of Luca, is a Prelate who was employ'd in 
Urban's time in the affairs of greateft contidence, 
and he held the ſame credit in the time of Pope Tn- 
nocent, which is an evident teitimony that he hath 
excellent qualities, In his Legation to Ferrarg he 
did you allthe good Offices chat you could expet 
from that good Neighbourhood; and when your 
Ambaſſadours were received in. thac City in their 
paſſage to Rome, he out-did all the Miniſters of the 
Apoſtolique Chair in exprethons of civility z whence 
I draw this conſequence, chat he very perfealy 
knows your Lordſhips worths, and the great obliga- 
tions Which are due to you from the Court of Rome, 


Gualter: D'Orviete ts Donna Olimpia's Creature, 
viho having power to do what ſhe would, brought 
this man and another cher depended wholly upon 
her,to prowotion,by caſting duſt in che Popes eyes 
thac he might not ſee whac ſhe did,nor caring whe- 
ther he were picaſed or not, after ſhe made him 
commit the fault. This Cardinal was not at Rome 
ducing my abode;he reſides at his Churca at Fermo, 


Where he can yet, himſelf, hard)y believe he is a- 


wake, and really in poſſeſion of what he holds. 
There 
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There is little good to be ſaid of himzand that you 


may judge this a truth, it may ſuffice to cell youzic 
was a work of the Brain of char Woman, 


Odeſcalcode Como hath the Lombard way of ating, 
which 1s toſay, ingenious and frank ; and truly he 
15 held to be without matice. H- does nor profeſs 
any $kill in Politiques, but wancs ot for judgment, 
and makes good ute of it, in .1me and place conves 
nient. I have nothing to :'{cuge againſt him, fince 
the Court fhnds no fault with him: when this man is 
mentioned they ſpeak brietly,*withour making any 
refle&ion of his good or bad qualities 3 which 15 a 
convincing proof that there is more good chen hurc 
n him, becauſe at Courr they pardon none they 
can except againſt. 1 believe your moſt Serene 
Signiory may conkide in a perſon of his humour, 
when he makes procteſtation of his affection to- 
_— you, as he hath done every time I was with 

1M. 


Our Ottobuono for his ſweet and charming con» 
verſation iS belovedofall che Court, norarethere 
any but do wiſh him a greater dignity then he hath: 
and truly he hath rendred himlelf worthy of ic by 


his continued labours and vigilancy : and the ra- 


ther, becauſe by his ations, accompanied with ſo 
much civility to all the world ; and his judgment 
in managing bufineſs of conſequence, he hath made 
it apparent that he deſerves one ſhould confide in 
him. The City of Breſcie is too narrow a limit for 
the exerciſe of his Virtues: and che expences he 
makes would have been better employed in ſome 
Legation , or ſome conhGiderable employment at 
Court, where,to ſpeak cruth, ſuch weak men do re- 
ide, that either for the ſucceſs in an affair, or for 
F 2 want 
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want of chooſing the rezdieſt and ſafeſt wayee, 
they do even ditpleaſe thole whom they moſ 
favour, 

Burt as for his exile from Court, which we may 
term honourablegthe caute thereof can be attiibu- 
red to nothing elſe, but che knowledge they have 
of his eminent virtues, as well for char ordifarily 
Virtueis looked upon with an envious eye, as be- 
cauſe he did in cha Conclave endeavour earneſtly 
to unite the oppolite parties, who wavered and ob- 
ſtruged all other defigns. All | can fay co your Ex- 
cellencies of this Lord, is,thar the efte&tion he bears 
his Native Country is tne moſt tender and hearty 
that can be delired in any of your moſt Serene Re- 
nublique?s Subje&s; and whatever favours you 
beſtow, you can never place them better then on a 
man, who, like this ſame now mentioned, is wholly 
diſpoſed to prefer che publique intereſt in all occa- 
fjons before his own. 


Maidachinois very well, the Pope was very careful 
to wike lim viatiliakethe air of the Campagnis 
tors vuoll whe whence he returned at the intrea» 

ito oft ih. oo nals. who took that abſenting for 

Tic Spenicrds ere rot erucy 5:1dinn'd at 
Monk eres end Jecleroiioa for France. Yer mult it 
ev faid in his praife, char he did very wifey in (eck- 
1g cute ENGITL art, geimmng the favour of a great 
bing, Nay, there is ſome generofity in it, becauſe 
thorets 1 appearance he was moved ouc of 1n- 
rterett; ſince Mazarine is not a perſon likely to be- 
tow any great reward upon him, whetherit be out 
of his nacural inclination co parſimony, or ſome 
fixed deſign to regulate and reduce the vaſt expen- 
ces of that Nation, drained by fo long a War, or 
ſome more hidden and refined politique confidera- 
cion, 
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tion, it being certainly a pure folly co walte the Ex- 
chequer in Penhions for the Zourrt of Rome. Beiides, 
nothing is more apparent then this, chai the way 
to gain thole peopic is to negleft chem. inrecelt 
and Fear would ſoon rt:unice them, end mak? 
chem look cowards France for fuccour,did chey fear 
they were abandoned co the dreailful power of 
Sparn:; all the humilicy of fubmiſhon, and arr of 
compliance would then be pur m practite to make 
ſure of, and Jraw che French to their (zdsto oppoie 
that ambitious Neighbour, who {urrounding ihe 
Pope with Milan and Nafpries,may devour iim when 
he harh che mind to it. | have vifired tm upon 
ſome occaſions, bur never much regarded his dif- 
courſe, which fill rended to make me belive he 
1s very Much a ſervant co your molt Serene Lord- 
[h: ps. 


Barromeo, a Milanvis, a Lord of a conſiderable 
Birch, hath ever given teſtimony in thofe employ- 
ments he hath bad, of a rift fecreſte, great mogGe- 
Ity and tincerity, which are qualicies rarely lodged 
together in a man that 1s in power or command, He 
doth at preſent exerciie the charge of Legatin Ro- 
magnia with much preiſe, not giving any caufe of 
complaint under his Government, [ cannor bur 


give a fair judgement of his Sentimenrs for the pub= 


I1que good, on which that of your molt Serene Re- 
publique is neceſſarily dependiag, which he aflured 
me of the laſt cime f vigced him. 


Imperiale, a Genoeſe, is a man ic for Govern= 
ment, who quickly apprehends where any evil is, 
and hath capacity enough to apply che remedy. He 
hath alſo a free heart, which will nor ealily yield 
When he finds on which fide there is more reaſon. 
F 3 Yer 
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Yet carinot I tell whether he would ſucceed well if 
he had the Soveraign command, becauſe he is a Ge- 
20eſe, & prepoſitls*'d with che M-xims of his Coun- 
try,which precend to attain to chat in a ſhort time, 
to which other Potenrares cont: ww! 2r744s but by 
a ſucceſſion of many ag2s3 end i his '14dy perhaps be 
one of the canſes will -exclud- hit» trom any higher 
advancemenr. In the mean 55-1, te makes very 
powerful proteſtarions, char he wil: Coe. {ide with 
thoſe who ſtani tortie Liberiie of Ttuls, which is 
co ſzy in good Engliſh, that he will tide with your 
moſt Serene Republique. 


Aſtalli, a Roman, hath aQed fevera] parrs at the 
Court of Rome in a fort eime. He was a Prelace of 
2. man Fortune; ſince that,he was made a Cardinal. 
He was ofkindred,and ſupported by Pope Ianocent's 
Niece, wio would fpeakall, and do all, at that 
time when he was made Cardinal. He was in Pam- 
filio's Family in quality of a Nephew : a while af- 
cer he was reje&ed as unworthy of chat Title, ex- 
iled from XKome, and almoſt caſt into the Precipice : 
but a litthe afrer the death of Inyocent,he ſomewhat 
recovered himſelf again, yer could not make them 
reſtore what they hadtaken. In fine, he found re- 
licfe in the prorefion of che Catholique King, who 
hath beitowed ſome Large(s upon him, which hath 
ſet him in a pretty good poſture. The Hiſtory of 
the ſtrange turns he hath been ſubje& co, would 
be very curious 3 but it being too prolix, I ſhall 
paſs it by ; becauſe, likewiſe, ere this Writing ap» 
pears, no doubt but the Relation of thoſe times 
will ſet forth the truchof ir. There can be no- 
thing more intricate then the condition of that 
Family which then governed; for on the one 
tide, the Popes Niece and her Confederates 

were 
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were ever. making ſome enterprize z and on the 0» 
cher, the Cardinal Pancireli , who. was then the 
chief Miniſter of State, countermined chem , and 
either of theſe (cofted ar the Pope before his face ; 
becauſe , although he had wit enongh, yet he had 
not the judgment or way to make choſe tftand un 
awe of him, who were the moſt obliged to him, 

ln che mean time, this Cardinal, afcer he had 
undergone fo many dift:renr Fortunes, attainedco 
his eaſe.and qui:t; yet withour any great repute or 
eſteem , being more adgited to follow his own in- 
clinations, then toſerve the Publique ;z and chere- 
fore | cannot inform you what his affeion 15 to- 


vwerds this Republique. 


Albici, of Cenata, is a min , who finding he can 
raiſe himſelf no iigher by che ways of eminenc vir 
Luey 15 reſolved torry what he can do by his extras 
vagancies ;z and this it is makes him {peak (o freely 
againkt the corruptions of the times 3 which heis 
not ſatisfied in doing 1n private , but taking de= 
lighe co ſhew his Eloquence , which is not the 
higheſt that ever wes, he diicourſes of it in pub- 
lique Oracories, and ſometimes with biting ex- 
prefſions, which ſeems to aimat the Popes crea- 
tures, who are in command. Ihis 1s 11l reſented 
at the Palace; but chey ler him goon, asifthey 
underftood him not : and yet not being free from 
failings himſelf, it is wondered he (hould be (oapt 
co cenſure others. He hath rather I know not 
what kind of commerce with the World, than a- 
ny conliderable knowledge 3 and having been 
choſen by Pope Innocent, asa perſon fic for Go- 
vernment , he made him a Cardinal , having more 
reſpe& co his being enemy to Maculano , who wz3 


hated by this Family , that ſo he might oppote all 
EF 4 that 
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that favour'd him, than to any merit was found eo 
be in himlelf. He ſpeaks very fine things egainit 
thole that ſhew themſelves flow and cold in their 
preſent ailiſtance of this Signury ; bur his importu=- 
nate andcedious diſcourſes, are bur lirtle regarded, 
nor inde-d eſteemed lincere , becaule they are al- 
ways Satyrical, 


Azz lino de la Marca was broughe to be Cardi- 
na} by thoſe means thar prevaii molt at Rome, 
that is to ſay , by diſcovering the oefe&s of others 3 
I ſhall not ſtand here co repeat the itory of A- 
ftal”s fall, cauſed pertly by che reports, true or 
falſe,of this man. Iris certain, thereare nv emis» 
nent virtues in him; andif you except bir lome 
precty little flaſhes ofthe Pen , which he learned in 
the exerciſe of his Ofhce of Secretary,l (ce nothing 
extraordinary in him, Re fpends moit part of his 
£me in amorous entercainments, while ai! te does, 
brings little benefit roche Publique., I never much 
eltcemed the great care he takes to exprets the de- 
votion he hath for your Signiory , becauſe | know 
any thing pleaſes his mind more chen thoughts of 
butinets , thinking all his time coo [hort to recree» 
ate him(c]t, 


The Cardinal Lantgrave of Heſſe, who 1tsa Lord 
of a high bitth and a generous fpiric , Might have 
made better uſe of his Talents, as ic is believed,in 
the profeſſion of a Souldier , than of a Gown-man : 
not buc that he hath given (ome good tokens, by 
proving himſelf a good Catholique, and a good 
Diſciple in the Maxims of the Court of Rome ; bur 
when it concerns his taking any advantage, as he 
pretends much, reflc&ing on whar he is,everoone 


withdraws,even the Spaniards themſelvs,whoother. 
wile 
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Wiſe being wont to ſhew their largeſs towards thoſe 
of his quality, are vet ſparing to him, not well ap» 
prehending what ſervice they can expe at Rome 
trom a Prince, who hath laid a{ide his Armour 
co take up a Cardinal's lictle Gown : and that 
which makes chem perhaps more diftaſted with 
him , is his leaving the Proteſtant Religion co 
become a Catholique withouc any ſtudying or 
learning, which are moſt neceſſary Ornaments 
in 2 Cardinal; eſpecially a ſtranger, that intends 
cO gain any credit near the Pope, Nevertheleſs, 
he does nor. deſpair but che time may come, 
when he may ſett]2 himſelf at Rome in the con- 
dition othersare in there,withour any need of ſeeks 
16g abroad for affiſtance, as he hath been forc'dco 
do when he ſtaid there afcer the creation of this 
Pope, being ſti}] put co his (ſhifts, by reaſon of the 
few aliignarions he had,infomuch that he was forc*d 
to be gone for fear ot incangling himſelf. He is 4 
Gentleman ofa good judgement, who, following the 
candour ſonatuial to his Councry, either blames or 
praiſes as he hinds people deſerve. He {peaks of your 
SIghiory in the ſame cerms as a very good Italian 


{hould do, 


Sf r24, a Roman, hath given him(cii co the Spa- 
mards, being eafily drawn to their party, not fo 
much forthe rich benefices they beſtowed on bim,as 
out of the hatred he bears againſt Mazarin, with 
whom he could never have agreed,had he remained 
for the French, There accrues no benefit tothe Spe- 
ard by the gaining of this Cardinal, bur only the 
reputation of having a man on their {ide of a great 
bicth, anda bold ſpiric : for he hath otherwiſe no 
great gifts, norany conliderableadherents beſidesthe 


Great Duke, cowards whom he ſhows himſelf very 
re- 
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reſerved. His genius ever inclined more towards 
the French than the Spaniſh ; yet he hath "moulded 
his humour to the Spansſh ſervice abſolutely , fince 
he found how much more certain the Spaniards al- 
fignments are than the French , and more benehi- 
cial than the others could be. This Family hath 
ever profeſſed co have a great deal of atfe&ion for 
your prolperity , and many of them have had em- 
ployments under you , which they have perfor- 
med with agreat deal of applauſe from your moſt 
Serene Republique, This Cardinal does not for- 
get to proteſ(s oftentimes, that his aff. &ion hath 
the ſame bias, 


Here ends the old Colledge. It remains now that 
I ſhovid ſpeak ſomewhat of Pope Alexander's Crea» 
tures, of four of which , viz. the Cardinals Chagi, 
R oſpiglioſi, Pallavicini, and Bichi, having diſcourſed 


enough inthe beginning , I ſhall add what may be. 


ſaid of the other five, whom he hath made Cardi- 
nals, 


Bagni is a Cavalier, as noble as he is underſtand- 
ing 1n the things of Peace and War. The Spaniards 
were doubtful of che Defun& Cardinal his Brother, 
nor do I believe they put any great confidence in 
this, whom they know to be very intimate with Ma- 
zarin ; which chey diſcovered by the reproaches of 
Pope Innocent, who found by Bagni's Letters in 
reading of them , that it was Mazerin had digated 
them, for which he was very ill created during his 
Nunciarture in France, the Afignments belonging 
to that charge being then taken away from him, as 
an uſeleſs Miniſter : Bur the preſent Pope,whileſt he 
was Secretary to Inncent, having more wit than he 
to judge of che ations of a Miniſter , had ant an 
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eſteem for him; and the time beirig come to diſco- 
ver his mind, .he declared it more by etfe&s chan 
verbal expreſſions, honouring him with che Cardi- 
nal Purple , and admitting him amongſt his Conf- 
dents , and that with reaſon , becauſe his Brother 
and he have ſerved the Apoftol:que State che ſpace 
of threeſcore years. He is antient and unhealcthful ; 
this Honour falling ro his ſhare in a firtime to at- 
rend him co his grave, 


Palucci of Remaguia hath attained to a great 
age, thorow many troubles and fatigues, which 
have gained him a recompence in a time , where- 
in he hatch liccle other advantage bur his hopes , 
choſe advancemencs onely excepted which his 
friends have procured him : which hapned very 
ſeaſonably ar this time, he nor being fc co perform 
the Fun&ions of a Cardinal , as being blind. He 
was never endued with much patience, and much 
retarded the progreſs of his Forcune by ofcen ſpeak- 
ing publickly with too much liberty. Otherwiſe 
he 1s a good man , but onethart is more knowing 
in the Canon Law, then prudent in his converſe in 
the world. 


Elci of Siena had not the Title of Nuncio before 
he was a Cardinal ; but he was highly approved by 
the Pope, and beſides thar, of his kindred. Anda 
was ealie co diſcover by the tenderneſs of the Popes 
exprefſjons to him , before he brought him to pro- 
motion,thar he was enrolled among choſe he moſt 
loved. Your moſt Serene Lordſhips know him far 
better then I do, having had him there as Nuncio 
a long while amongſt you, with ſuch ſatisfaftion as 
you may well remember. His qualities makes him 
worthy of che Purple and the Papal Micre Ars [ 

elieve 
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believe he may come toit in time,unle(ſs rhe Court 
grow Weary of the Sienans, whereof there being al» 
ready three in che Colledge, it is to be thought the 
number may ye: increaſe,itthe Pope live as long as 
he promies co kimſeif, The choughc this Cardinal 


hath of your moſt Serene Republique cou!d not be 
more advantageous then they are. 


Bonviſi &f Leuca , hath paſſe} through all the 
Otnces at Court, ibewing (cmetimes a conſtant re» 
{lution of fixing there, and orhorwhile an inclinae 
tion toquitit, aSic ſeemed in ©:151long abſence he 
had intended. In this Pop»'srime, his hopes renew- 
ed afreſh , confidering he had a reſpe&tcothe me- 
rits of delerving perſons : and iru'y he cailed him 
of h35 own accord , witho'ir being courced toir. He 
was at firft Maſter of tiis Holineſs Chamber , and in 
that Othce he improved the good opinion the Pope 
had 0; him, ſo that he was compriſed in the fi; (t 
promotion together with five other men , who had 
all parts neceflary to attain co the Dignitics of 
Cardinals, He hath none but good qualities, and 
knows howto gain the love and etteem of others , 
as well as tolove and efteem others himſelf, and 
elpecialiy thoſe Princes that deſerve moſt,zin which 
number, co my knowledge, he places your molt Se- 
rene Oignory, , 


Farn-ſe, 8 Rowan , was under Inuccent fora time 
the fitth Evangeliſt. That Pope followed his opinion 
in all things, and efteemed and made great choice 
of them, as proceeding from a man'very learned, 
prudent, and of great integrity : «fterwards he di- 
{liked him , becauſe he ſpake not according to his 
fancy, and made no more uſe of him , but ſpake of 
him even ina kind of a deſpiling way. The prefear 
Pope, who judges of the merits of men ap 
well, 
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well, raiſed him to the Office of Majordom, in 
which be diſcharged himſelf exceeding well , als 
though he had a thouſand other occupations,there 
being no Aſſembly held ro which he was nor call- 
ed, if they ereered of any buſinels of impor- 
tance He h{ciped the Family at preſent in 
command to the purcbarſe of the Lands of Far- 
xeſe, being his juriſdiftion, and ſuggeſted rhe 
means £©o exclude the Duke of Parma, who in 
default of this Branch was co ſucceed therein ; in 
fine, having had the Har fora reward, they com=- 
mitted the Legation of Bologua to him, which he 
performs to the Pope's great fatisfaftion. He is a 
great Witzand perhaps greater than were hitting for 
the Puvlique,were he Pope : but ſhould he prerend 
ro it, he would find oppoſition, and the greateit 
wonld be the Duke of Parma, with whom he kath 
never kept any good correſpondence for che mre- 
reft of his Family ; therefore che Spaniaras,our of a 
complaiſence rhey bave for the Duke, and becauſe 
they have prejudged he hath ſome inclination ro» 
wards France, will doall they can poſlſitly co ob- 
ſtru& his being made Pope. 


The time of the promotion which is to be made 
in confideratian of the Princes approaches;and fince 
ic is already made known who ſhall be promoted, [ 
leavethat care to the moſt excellent Sagreds to in- 
form your moſt Serene Lordihips of cheir condicion 
and qualities, and ſhall only add, ther as for him 
chart pertains co your Republique, whois co be made 
Cardinal, ] would not (ay any rhing of it ta the 
Pope, knowing this favour lights fti}] on choſe who 
are moſt;agreeable ro bis Holineſs ; it being ſufhci- 
ent that your Signory does kerein receive an ho- 
nour equal'to thole otaer Crowns without pointing 
Out 
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out the incluſion or the excluſion of any one in pars 
ticular, provided you have no diftidence of che per- 
ſon they ſhould promote. 

I could here ſhut up the Liſt of thoſe that make 
up the Grandeur of the Court of Rome ;, but fince 
the Queen of Swedex hath made choice of ic for her 
ordinary refidence, and that | hapned co commu- 
' nicate ſometimes with her Majeſty, I ſhall add ſome 
ſmall matter which I have to ſay concerning this 
Princeſs. 

At her firſt coming to Rome ſhe had ſolictle know- 
ledge of the grandeur of your State, that ſhe 
thought it ſtrange your Miniſters ſhould be treated 
equally with thole of the greateſt Kings in Chriſten- 
dom : and therefore when it was told her, chat my 
Predeceflor intended to give hera vifit,ſhe ſeemed in 
the beginning unwilling to allow him chac Honour 
ſhe granced tothe Miniiters of other Princes; bur 
being informed that ſhe miſtook, ſhe condeſcended 
todoitin the ſame manner as was uſual ar Courr, 
She was afterwards fully acquainted with the great 
ſervice this Republique did to all Chriſtendom, in 
oppoling lingly che dreadful forces of che common 
Enemy.And this made her ſhew more complailance 
in often converſing with me; and co have the better 
occaſions, not regarding herlictle power ſo much as 
following the ſentiments of her generolicy , ſhe 
proffer*d to tind out the means to raiſe a Regiment 
of Infancry for the ſervice of this State, and gave 


the charge hereof ro Sentinell: her favourite. But . 


afcerwards the difiiculty of getting her mony out of 
Sweden being encreaſed, the firſt great heat of her 
300d-will grew coo!, ſo that after the order (he had 
given for the rec«ipt of a thouſand Doublons, ſhe 


made no other ailignment ; all the reſt vaniſhing in 


{ moak, as well through che death of Sentine!/i, who 
Was 
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was uſually there to pay the Souldiers, as the diſ- 
orace of another, whocill chen was thought to be 
in favour with her Majeſty. However, I omitted 
not to pay her my reſpefts from time to time , 
in token of my acknowledgement , to which ſhe 
ever correſponded by ations of great civility, But 
to ſay truth, that Princeſs is poſſz{ſed onely with 
vain ſpeculaticens, which are the foundation of 
thoſe great undertakings ſhe defignes. And be- 
ing unwilling to venture the hazard of misfor- 
tune, hoping for all ſhe defies, ſo ſhe thinks e- 
very thing that comes in her fancy is very eaſily 
brought to paſs» Andif the news of the King of 
Sweden's death, which I heard of in my journey 
homewards, proves true, her want of money will 
yet be greater. Indeed, Pope Alexander volunta- 
rily engaged himſelf in thoſegreat expences were 
made for her reception at Romezbut no man doubts 
bur he repented him of ir fince, when he per- 
ceived there was not that ſolidity of judgement in 
heras had been reported; for ſhe hath made it ap- 
pear,ſheisa Woman like others,and by conſequence 
as (ubjet to defte&ts as any other of that Sex. She 
hath at preſent begun a courſe-of life fomewhac 
more moderace,and cherefore more durable; andif 
ſhe would have really perſwaded che world, that it 
was a knowledge of the crue Religion which obliged 
her to quic her Crown and Kingdom, and pals into 
the boſome of another Church and Country, ſhe 
could not haverakena wiſer reſolution,thanto have 
made her retreat into {ome Monaſtery, where ſhe 
might have been at eaſe, andlead a quiet lite free 
from crouble,and ſuitable co her condition, not as 
tothe greatneſs, but the conveniency ofic,and with 
a liberty to have come out again when ſhe pleaſed, 
She did much praiſe the Pope, but ſaid ſhe was 
promiſed 
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promiſed by him, thac he would pur her in a condi- 
tion to live handſome)y ; whereas on the contrary 
ſhe perceived,that bis Holineſs kindred had nac thac 
efteem for her they ought to have. She added many 
other things, which ſhews her to be of a querulous 
humour, that is, juſt like a Woman that cannot cell 
what ſhe would have. When [| cook leave of her, | 
found her penſive enongh at rhe news of che dange- 
rous condition of the King of Sweden; which makes 
me believe what I heard fince his death, that ſhe 
hat lefc Rome, and is gone into her Country, the 
butt.» vrAre the payments they were engag'd to 
make... when ſhe hath done that, if (he return 
ro mak: wer abode in Rome, many people will be 
glad of it, bui, very few will have any cauſe co be 
jealous, 


And now, having made known the internal and 
external qualities of the Pope, and his Kindred,to- 
gether with rhoferhat ſerve him,for aid and counſel 
in his Government, both Policick and Ecclefia- 
ſtique, ir is rime to examine the internal Senti- 
ments of his Holine!s rowards Chrittian Princes,and 
forto conclude by examining what his choughcs are 
concerning the good and advantage of your moſt 
Serene Republique, upon which, having made a 
molt {erious reflc tion, 1 dare believe that I (hall be 
but very lictle or not at all miſtzken. 


AE to begin with him , who holds the firſt and 
higheſt rarik, and hath moſt authority amonglt 
Secular Princes,viz. the Emperour, we cannot ſay 
but the Pope holds very good intelligence or corre- 
ſpondenice with him,(ince at the Election of _—_— 
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jeity tothe Imperial Crown, he did all he was able 
co overcome thoſe difticylcies the Ele&ors made, who 
would hardly comply, unl-(s ſome ſacisfaftion were 
allowed them, which they pretended were due 10 
them: and his Hocinef(s had much ado to gam the 
favour as well of the Eccleſiaſtique as the Secular 
Electors, not to naime the Proteſtants, who being on 
the one hand perſwaded by the Sollicitations ofthe 
French, and on the other wich-held by the certain 
knowledge, it was then che only time co make their 
conditions better than they had been 3 for it was 
much impairedthrough the long continuanceofchat 
grear Dignicy 10 the Auſtrian Family:and therefore 
the Pope (peaks very loud of the high fervic:s he 
therein did to his Imperial Majeſty, having juit rea» 
ſon co expe be {nculd in retribution do any thing 
for him again that lics in his power: To which pur- 
poſe it18 evident mmieed, that they take all che care 
imaginable to pleaſe him. Thus at che beginning 
of the Pope's Government, ic was chiefly upon his 
ſollicitazion that the Emperor atraqued the King of 
Sweden, by the invaſion he made upon Pomerania, 
notwich{tanding the many difticulcies might bave 
hapned, by reaſon of the danger of breediag new 
troubles in Gcrmany upon precence of a breach. of 
the Peace at Munſter, which the Friends and Allies 
of the Swede mighcallege :; and, which is moſt con- 
tderable, this was undertaken in a rime when the 
Court was empty of money, which is a thing that 
vughr ſti]l ro be had in readinef(s upon any ſudden 
commotion. Nevertheleſs the Pope's perſwaſions 
prevailed upon the promiſe he made, ther if any 
urgent occalion required,and chey called upon himy 
he would remic them a good ſumfrom Rom-;bur al- 
though chey did much want ic, ' and crayed it with 
much earncltneſs, they were put off with many ex- 

(3 cules 


- _ 
” —_— 


$2 A Relation of the State 


cuſes to evade the promiſe, as it is the cuſtom of 
that Court to dilingage themſelves, and leave thole 
others engaged who conhde too much in them. And 
though this were hulſl'd up by che [mperialiſts, yer 
it hath made chem ſomewhat forgetful of che obli- 
gation the Pope precended from this Court, eſpeci- 


. ally conſidering beſides chis, that the Pope's en- 


dcavour for the ele&ion of Leopoldus, was nor fo 
much to hinder the choice of any other,as out of this 
reſpe& the Pope had, that if the [mperial Digniry 
ſhould fall on any other Prince, ic were not certain 
whether the Authority of the Court of Kome would 
be ſtill continued over the German Catholiques, or 
whecherthe Pope's Conſticutions would be obſerv'd 
with the great reverence as now they are,under the 
Government of the Houſe of Auſtria, which hath 
been ever very obſervant in the Cuſtoms and Man» 
ners of that Court. I therefore hold it for true and 
certain, that the Pope and Emperor will at preſent 
keep a fair agreement; and the more, becauſe in the 
Treaty of Peace between thetwo Crowns of France 
and Spain,ztheir intereſts were little confidered,fince 
amongſt all choſe that were mentioned and com- 
priſed, theſe were placed laſt of all ; at which they 
were both diſpleaſed, and murmured to themſelves; 
yet both diflembled this diſcontent, which did in 
ſome manner help co tye them the more ſtriatly to 
their former confidence, and made the Emperour 
pive ear more readily co the Counſels of the Pope, 
when the croubles in the North increaſed. The 
Pope knows,thac in the Emperor's Court perhaps he 
hath more credit than in any other in Chriſten- 
dome, which will make him put thoſe deſigns in 
EXEcCution, he hath told me of more than once, 
which is, to pur the Emperour upon a War that 


will prove adyantagious to Chriſtendom by an eaſic 
way 


IS 5 WS 0D oo oor a 9 = WW ow "7 cc -= 


of the Court of Rome, 
way, bur wholly reſerved to himſelf. Perhaps the 


preſent junQure of affairs may render the thing 
more feafible than at another (ſeaſon; yet when his 
Holineſs cold we his defign, whatſoever reflexion I 
made, yet could I not apprehend either how or 
when ic might be brought co paſs. Nor do [ be- 
lieve he would fiad much repugnance on the Empe- 
ror's part, having a lively ſpirit, and great diſpo- 
fiction to engage upon any good counſel:but if there 
ſhould be much money required to carry it on, ic 
would be eſteemed a Chymera, becauſe the Princes 
of this age have an averſion to all propoſitions of 
rupture that are made, and the Emperor more than 
any, eſpecially now his Coffers are drained, and 
part of choſe under his power obey not their Supe- 
riour very willingly, whilſt otherswould be glad to 
ſce him fall,and every one is unwilling to disburſe. 
The Emperour hath no other Minifter at Rome bu: 
the Cardinal Colonne, who bearing ever a great re- 
ſpe ro the Pope for che Intereſt of his Family,can- 
nor do his Imperial Majeſty any great ſervice in 
his Negotiations, but all paſſes through che hands 
of the Lord Carafe, Nuncio in the Imperial Court, 
who exerciſes chat Office with as great ſatisfation 
to either ſide, as he did with profit, when he relided 
near your molt Serene Lordſhips, 


The French Nation does, perhaps, beſt of any 
apprehend che Genius of the Court of Rome, ani 
knows the readieſt ways ro withdraw themfclves 
out of ſuch inconveniences wherein other Prince» 
do inſenfibly engage chemſelves. They eſteem and 
reverethe Apoſtolique Chair in a Soveraign degree. 
and tender all the reſpe@ that can be required tron 
a Prince truly Catholique and pious; bur for all this 
they are very clear-fighted and wary to maincaii: 
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their Prerogatives, and prevent the Eccleſtaſtiques, 
who at preſent endeavour to extend their power 0» 
ver all, from bringing any prejudice npon them. No 
ſooner is any decree made in the SanEuary of Rome 


- Which reliſhes of ambition, bur it is carefully exa- 


mined by the Parhamente, who oftentimes, without 
any qualification, gives judgement againſt ſuch de- 
crees, and after lets the Court of Kome cry out a= 
gainlt them as they pleaſe. Many times alſo upon the 
diſcuſſion and negative of what it coniains,they cell 
the Popes their Leflon, when they go beyond their 
bounds in ſeeking to diminith the Royal Authority, 
ſo that they are moſt commonly conſtrained co bow, 
and give (atisfagion, Which happens very rarely, 
when the Popes have to do with any other Princes, 
how great foever whey be; for out of divers reſpets 
they dare not uſe that liberty of ſpeech which is na- 
tural tothe French;which makes the Popes lefs haſty 
to innovate the Prerogatives of that Kingdom, 
knowing that by bringing in ſome Novelty they do 
not advance their buſineſs, but rather wrong them- 
ſelves, at ijeaſt in their Reputation, if no other way, 
they being ſtilFobliged eicher to relax, or nor to (ee 
that put in execution which they had reſolved upon. 

I could not finde that the Pope had any averion 
for that Nation, as fome have beiieved; I onely 
perceived that he condemned their new form of 
Government, beeauſe he thought it was invented 


by Mazarin, the onely objeG& of all the injucies I. 


ever heard from his Holineſs mouth. Bur at the 
ſame time he complained of Mazarin, he ever in- 
termixed ſome praiſes ofthe King and Qaeen,and 
ſomewhat in commendations of the flouriſhing ſtate 
of that Kingdom, to whom that unhappineſs was 
befallen, as heſaid , cobe governed by one fingle 


Man, who,without any regard to the publick good, 
ſoughc 
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ſought only his own private intereſt : but whewthe 
firſt news of the Peace was (pread abroad , he was a 
long time very penfive, and of opinion , that ic was 
fic co take good conſideration of what paſſed 3; {till 
doubting that Mazarm , by this pleaſing and wel- 
come news,had a deſign to lull other Princes afleeps 
accordingto his uſual policy,and after ſome parade 
of his good intents, to avoid the world's blame, be» 
e1N again a War with more fury than ever. Atter- 
wards,tinding there was really a Treaty, and being 
confirmed in it by his own Miniſters , he could do 
no leſs than expre(s ſome {igns of content, and de- 
clare , that having never asked any thing of God 
with more atfeftion and defire than the making of 
this Peace, 1c was indifterent to him whether 1c 
was brought abour by his orany other means , he 
having this comfort at leail, that the Articles could 
not differ very much from thoſe, which he along 
tine before by his many conf. lcations and cares 
had framed to the fame end. Bur, for allthis, the 
Pope was ſomewhat netled , though he would not 
(hewit, thac it ſhould be ſaid , The Peace was now 
brought about by that ſame perſon , he had in alt 
companies accuted as the onely dilſenter and op» 
poſer of what he undercook ro make them agree 
upon : and that the Spanzards thould now come to 
acknowledge him che Author of the peace and quiet 
of their State, that nad ever been their Antagoniſt, 
and opprefled them , co che great prejudice of the 
Catholique Religion ;: And alchough che Pope 
made a large diſcourſe in praiſe of Mazarin, to the 
Gentleman that came tow Rowe abour the Diſpen- 
ſation for the Marriage , briefly running over all 
the particulars therein, and making 1t paſs for one 
of the greateſt and happieſt ations that ever was 


effe&cd by any of his Predecefſors, or Miniſters; yet 
| F 3 up- 
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upon ſome occaſions hapning fitce, it was eslie to 
cake notice, that his Holineſs ſtill rerains part of his 
old jealoufiez and were there no other proof, that 
which paſſed concerning the Arch-biſhop of Am- 
brun, Ambaſſador from the King of France to your 
moſt Serene Lordſhips, were a ſufficient one , which 
hath occaſioned the great diſcontent that hath Ia- 
ſted (olong time, and cannot yet be compoſed. For 
the Pope ſtil] pleads this, that although there were 
many other men in France of greater probicy , and 
fitter for that employment than he, yer Magarin 
would put it upon an Ecclefiaftique, that ſo becauſe 
of the integrity required therein , and the inconves 
niencies which would follow , he might be fure to 
find out ſome occaſion of diſcontent when he plea- 
ſed. Your Lordſhips cannot believe how much heat 
the Pope ſhewed in maintaining this opinion:for al- 
though the difference were a trifle , the ation not 
being in it {elf ſo conſiderable as the Church-men 
would have itto be , yet | have been more puzzled 
2bour it then in mactrers of the higheſt importance, 
having had much adoto perſwade the Pope, not to 
believe your moſt Serene Lordfhips took part rather 
with the French than him; who by your refuſing to 
receive his Nuncioin a babit different from the or- 
dinary garb,you ſhewed how Jittle you cared the A» 
potitol1que Chair ſhould maintain its Prerogatives , 
and that Authority thac God alone can limit, T 
omitted not to ſhew his Holineſs, molt ſincerely, 
thar theend and only aim of your Lordſhips was to 


prevent greater diſcontents that might have fol- 


lowed, and co abſtain from thoſe kind of Novelties, 
which intime might have been made cuſtomary: I 
intreated ſome of the moſt confiding and judicious 


Cardinals, ro mediate about it,that (o (mall a mat- 


ter might not make difſention, but that your __ 
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ſhips fincerity might be looked on with a prudenc 
eye. Butthe Pope would nor befſatisfh'd with rea- 
ſon, who continuing his firſt complaints , replied, | 
That it ws @ premeditated buſineſs of Mazarin*'s , who | 
had not been Content to trouble the whole world by blow- 
ing the coals of diſſention and war, but would now, if be 
could, make them fixd bitterneſs too , in the very beg jn- 
ning of a Peace, He walted agreat part of the Audi- 
dience before his anger could be abated, in theſe 
and the like kind of diſcourſes. And I doubt whe- 
ther things can ſtand long as they are, unleſs the 
French relolve to recal their Ambaſlador from 
hence, as Ichinkall che world is bound to do what 
they can, to maintain the Peace by ſuch common 
ſacisfaQtion, hoping chat hereafter things of (o (mall 
1mporcance {hall nor interrupt our joy and quiet. 
However, I think, notwich(tanding this | have rela- 
red, | may cruly tel] your moſt Serene Lord{hips , ir 
1s moſt likely, thac although the Pope andthe King 
of France are not always abſolutely ſatisfied wich 
each other, yet they would ſcarce be brought to | 
(uch terms as ſhould cauſe a rupture; they being | 
likely co keep and continue their amicy , not onely | 
during the life of this Pope and King, but their Suc- 
ceſſors. And there are cwo reafons that oblige me 
to believe'ſo; che firſt is, that the Popes finding 
they cannot introduce their Innovationsaccording 
totheir own fancies, by force and rigour, intothac 
Kingdom, to the prejudice of the priviledges of the 
Gallican Church , and the notable diminutionof 
their Temporal Juriſdigion , wiil forbear it, that 
they may not undergo the contempt of ſeeing their 
Decrees reje&ed, and their Authority deſpiſed. 
Whence ir will follow,that the Cauſe ceafing,thoſe 
Diflentions , which are the Effe&s , will ceaſe like- 
wiſe. The ſecond, which is purely Politique , may 
G 4 be 
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be reduced to this, Thar although the Popes have 
acquired great power over the Spaniard , by their 
having ſeveral times extremely obliged item , and 
do in cheir Countiy exerciſe an Authority nor at 
all diſputed;neverthele(s rhey cannor but have ſome 
jJealoutic and fear , leſt that Monarchy ſhould one 
day open its eyes,and endeavour to eale themlclves 
of thoſe great buichens the Clergy have inſenhibly 
Jaid on their backs; and becauſe if that ſhould hap- 
pen, it may be the chunder of the Cenſures, and 
Temporal power of the Church , would prove in- 
{utticienc to oppole that danger. The Popes have 
therefore made it their Maxim to keep the Amity 
ofthe French, as a means thereby to help them« 
ſelves in cale there ſhould any change or ſtirs ba p- 
pen on the Houſe of Auſtria, Sowe Cardinals have 
at times entertained me with di(courle on this ſub- 
J:&, nor jn ſuch plain rcerms , bur however in ſuch 
a way , that | could ealily perceive they fee clea- 
rer and farther tian (ſomePrinces imagine they do, 
When ever the French, laying aide cheir ſutpition 
of the Clergies covetouſnets,ſhall endeavour or de- 
11r- to be at greater amity with the Court of Rome, 
there tsno caule to fear but it would ſucceed , be- 
cauſe of their own intereſt : who, it they ſhould 
trouble the peace of Kome , would compel chem to 
unicethemlelves more firm'y with che Spaniard, a 
thing the Frexch will endeavour co obſtrutt as mach 
as pollibly chey can. | 


jf we ſhould judge of things according to the 
:nterelit of the Court of Rome, and Pope Alexander's 
inclination , we need not doubr but the Spanrards 
poſſel(s the affe&ion of his Holineſs more than any 
other. Theintereſt ofthe Court of Rome conſfilts 
in this, that for the moſt part,the mony wherewich 
ic 
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it is glutted above all the other Cities in Ttaly, 
comes in greateſt abundance from che States of the 
Catholique King, where the Eccleſiaſtical Tribunal 
1s held in Soveraign venerationgall the States of that 
Monarchy having their recourſe thither,torhe great 
profic of the Officers, who have a (hare inthe Firſt- 
t!uics and many other things, according tortheir 
Quality,and their Offices. And as for the Pope's in- 
clination, provided he otherwiſe have a general 
zeal for the good of Chriltendom,and the propaga=- 
tion of the Faith, and that he remain ſtedfaft in 
cheſetwothlings,as I believe he doth,I think he may 
and ought co have a more particular affe&ion for 
that Nation, whoſe Maxim it is, Not to admit of any 
other Religion in their Dominions but che Roman 
Catholique, andemploying all rhe power they have 
to advance it; Bur in cruth, things are not carr''d 
thus; for whether the Court of Kome believes mat 
all the Spaniards doin pretence of Religion 1s rather 
our of ſelf-incereſt, or whether this Court 1s per- 
{waded they ought abſolutely ro rule over thoſe that 
will never fall foul on her, how grear ſoever the in- 
conveniences are they lie under, it is ever obſerv*d 
in allthe differences arifing betwixt Rome and Spain, 
thacaftera great and long conteſt,the Agreement 15 
molt commonly made to the Popes content,and the 
diminution of ſomewhat of the Catholique King's 
prerences;and when bufinefſes have thus hapned to 
the diſadvantage of chat Monarchy, other Princes 
have alfo received a notable prejudice thereby : for 
when the Pope or his Minifters have once carri'd fo 
high a hand over che Spanierdasto make him yeild, 
they preſencly make uſe of the opportunity to quell 
or confound thoſe that would ao otherwiſe, or at 
leaſt co inducethem not to refuſe that, to which ſo 
great a Monarchy as Sp4ix hath acquieſc'd. . This 
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ſtratagem may be effe&ual when they treat with in- 
feriour Princes, who.are not able upon every con=- 
teſt they have with Rowe co take Arms: but both | | 
the Pope and his Miniſters decline all theſe ways, | 
when they have to deal with the French, who,wben | | 
the Clergy preſs'd them, by this example of the | , 
Spaniards, to condeſcend to things which were pre- | 
Judicial to them, ſoon gave them an anſwerwhich | , 
ſtopped their mouthes : Nay, my ſelf being once | 
earneſtly ſollicited to preſs your Lordſhips for a re- | x 
vocation of the Ordinance, which prohibits the '] , 
Clergy from purchaſing any immovables, upon an | x 
example alleaged of che praiſe of Spain, and the | , 
other Territories of his Catholique Majeſty,did give | þ 
for anſwer, That the reaſons which oblig'd chat | 4 
great and vaſt Monarchy toſuffer it, were not cur- | 5, 
rant here, becauſe this Republique being but a pet- | ;; 
ty or little State , & the Clergy extraordinarily en- gf 
creaſed in wealth, if they were ſuffered ſtill co pur= | 
chaſe,and never to alienate, our poſterity could ex- | (6 
* Venice is PEX No other than co be one day driven | 
built on a our of this X Marſh, and perhaps out of | ,, 
Marſh. all her Terricories,on the firm Land.And | ,, 
to this are all thoſe PrincipalJicies reduc'd, whognot | ,1, 
content with that ſubje&ion they owe the Church | 4, 
of Rome,as the Univerſal Mother of Chriſtians, have | ,;; 
ſubmitted to, and followed the Pope's defires 1n | (1 
things indifferent: not that they doat once demand | ,j, 
ſeveral things of difficulcy,but ſometimes one thing | F,, 
and then another,and thus by little and little they rup 
gain ſo much as doth boch diminiſh and limit rhe, 
Temporal Power: and ſo when Princes ſhall chink Jj;1,. 
themſelves Maſters, they will find their Authority 
ſo eclips'd and manacl'd, that they will be aſto- 
niſt*'d to ſee another maſter. them at their own 


homes. Thoſe whoare acquainted with their extor- 
| c10ns 


of the Court of Rome. Or - 
tions at Naples, and perbaps in all che other Domi= 
nions of Sparn, of the Officers of the Roman Trea=- 
(wry, as well in matters of F De= + , ,.. : reolevi'd 
ſpoiling; as in the gathering up þy the Eccleſioflical 
of what is raiſed for the Fabrick Chamber at the death 
of St. Peter, which they alſo im- of 4 Clergy-man ther 
poſe on meer Laicks, cannor but __ —_— make 
admire,thatthe Miniſters of Spain 
ſhould be ſo droufe, as not roobſerve with what 
Empirevoid of all diſcretion,8& with what infolency 
they treat the Perſons and Goods of cheir Subjeas, 
Let your moſt Serene Signiory, therefore, give 
thanks to the Divine Bounty, that hath preſerved 
her from theſe confuſtons, and given her the pru» 
denice and courage codefend both her ſelf and Sub- 
je&s from the violence of ſuch Strangers, confirm- 
ing herever in the ancient and crue Faith; but alſo 
giving her at the ſame cime the judgement to dif- 
cern what is due to Ceſar, and what to God. Ir is 
certain, that it the Spaniards iii]] keep their eyes as 
cloſe ſhur as they have hitherto done, they cannor 
expeCt ſogreat a Tempeſt from any other part as 
from the Court of Rome, when upon any accident 
there ſhall ariſe difſenction amongſt them ; becauſe 
thoſe people that are Subje&s to the Auſtrian Fa- 
mily being hugely poflefled with Religion , and 
fully perſwaded, that the SanQuary of Rome is that 
}lone which can either beftow or deprive them of 
Eternal Salvation, if in the commencement of a 
rupturethe Pop's ſhould proceed toExcommunicatts 
on,or a Revocation of Indulgences which they have 
liberally allowed the Catholick Kings , it is beyond 
all doubr chat a general combuſtion would foHow 
thereupon,which might occafion the revole ofallthe 
SubjeRs of that great Empire,8ſo the forfeir of the 
peace & ſecurity of the Spaniardswould flow from his 
| coo 
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ro0 great obedience, wherin they imagine their chief 
ſtrength & power does conliſt, But perhaps the good 
Genius of thoſe Kingdoms will ſuggeſt ſuch means 
as may prevent cheſe inconveniences,and ( the pre= 
ſenc Agenot having been happy in thac Monarchy, 
by reaſon of the few virtuous Men that have been 
her late Soveraigns)furure Ages may produce more 
excellent ones, and compenle her paſt diſorders,by 
preventing thoſe which might happen probably co 
her hereafrer, In effe&, if with atrentivon we conſli- 
der the preſent poſture of things in the world, ic 
greatly concerns Chriſtendom to have a Potenc 
Prince, who in (uch dangers, wherginto the power 
of the Turks may inan inſtant and unprovided caſt 
her, might ſuddenly make head againſt chem with - 
out making of Leagues and expedtting Forrergn aid, 
which cannot be compaſſed bur by length of time, 
and is a great retardment., And if Chriſtendom had 
hadinthis junure of things a powerfull Prince co 
have (uccour'd her, perhaps your moſt Serene Sig- 
niory had nor been reduc'dto the condition ſhe is 
now in : And, notwichſtanding, on her ſecurity 
depends all whac the Monarchy of Spain poſſefles in 
Italy, Bur to return to what Iſaid , Pope Alexander 
is not ignorant of all thoſe reaſons he hath co make 
him love Spain and her King; and doth often tell 
this to the Miniſters of other Princes ;.' but in ſuch 
a manner however, as if it ſeemed that the benefics 
which the Court of Rome receiveth from the Spa- 
niards were not ſo conſid?rable, as ro hinder the 
Pope from denying them from time to time thoſe 
favours which they crave of him, as having autho- 
rity not to grant all tothoſe children he moſt ren- 
ders what they ſhall defire, but only thac which will 
be for their greateſt good, and higheſt ſpiritual ad- 


vantage-: His Holineſs hath made complaint , aw 
at? caac 


oj the Court of Rome. 93 


that the Spaniſh Miniſters have been roo reſerved 
and ſecret towards him , in not communicating to 
him the Treacy of Peace, precending that having 
ever believed the Propofitions on their part were 
more plauſble than thoſe which were ſhaped in 
Mazarin's Cloſer, they did him wrong in obſerving 
ſo rigorouſly thac Seal of Secrefie which Mazarin 
had impoſed on chem : And although they endea- 
vour all they can to calm his diſconrented thoughts 
thereupon,urging that it was concealed in the ſame 
manner from the Emperour, and even from the 
Republique, which had been ſo long time employ'd 
about the Treaty; He is not, however,fatish*'d wich 
this excuſe, bur replies, That they ought to make 4 
d ference between Secular Princes and @ Pope , who 
aim” d at no other thing bur to fin4 out the means to give 
that content to all Chriſtendom , and not bave left that 


honour to a man whs kad ſtudicd all the devices imagi-. 


nable to objtirutt ſo great a happineſs. After all chis, | 
conclude , that the Pope hath juſt reaſon to jJove 
the Spaniards , not ſo much becauſe they con- 
tributed to his Exalcation , as becaule their 
Arms have pur a ftoptothe fury of Hereriques, and 
their Country brings in the Riches and opulency 
to the Court of Rome: and[ believe he doth truly 
love them; bur having found that his Predeceſlors 
had taken the way to have moſt commonly ſome 
conteſts with the Catholique Court, he will noc 
{werve from it, eſteeming theſe diſputes do in ſome 
reſpe&s encreaſe the reputation of the Courr of 
Rome, and from thence hath a fair opportunity to 
gain an eſteem of other Princes : not declining my 
former Propoſition , Thar the more the Spaniards 
condeſcend to the Pope's will , the more will they 
prejudice themſelves ; and the Obligations they do 


acknowledge to be due from them co the _ 
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lique Seat , may oneday produce moſt dangerous 
efte&s, unlels chey fore-arm chemſelves by ſuch 
precautious means, as they ſhall judge moſt proper 
againſt che precen{ions of che Ecclefiaſtiques, there- 


by to pur their Monarchy in a bercer poſture of fe- 
CUrity- 


The King of Poland ſubfiſts becauſe God hath 


aſſiſted him : for otherwiſe , had he reli'd on thoſe 


hopes the Court of Rowe had given him co ſupply 
him with Money , his enemies had triumphed over 
him,and the cocal loſs of that Kingdom would have 
been ſuch a leading to other Provinces , as mighe 
have wrought che manifeſt danger of eſtabliſhing a 
Power in thoſe parts which would have become 
formidable to all Exrope, God be praiſed that we 
areſo happy as to ſee every one returning to his 
own home again, his neighbouring Princes begin» 
ning toſtickle in that War as they oughre rodoz 
whereas nothing to purpoſe could be expe&ed from 
them, had the preſling affairs of Chriſtendom ſum- 
monedrhem to the defenceof cheir ownStates. The 
Popetalks loudly of the good Offices he did for the 
Religion and Countries of the Catholique Princes 
at that junQure. But the Polonians and Tmperialiſts 
ſpeak otherwiſe 3 they profeſs, that ac rhe height of 
all the War,they found no great-benefit in the ex- 
hortations of his Holineſs, which ſerved for no- 
thing elſe buc only co perſwade their Enemies they 
had not fo little amity for them , but they would 
ſend them ſucccour from Rome. And ic was this 
noiſe,and nothing elſe, that made it believed, the 
Catholique Forces were ſo much greater than in- 
deed they were, Inthe mean time, King Caſimir , a 
good Souldier and good Catholique , finding ac 
preſent his lofles are nothing ſo great, as he =_ 

cauſe 
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cauſe to fear they would prove, gives the Pope 


thanks for what he hath done, and to pleafe him 
the more, tells him, Thar the very words of his Holi= 


neſs were not ineffecual for his aſſiſtance, 


The Duke of Savoy hath had no Miniſters at Rome 
ſince ſome diſcontent given him in Pope Innocent*s 
time : and,indeed,conlidering the little bufineſs he 
hach chere,he needs not entertain any. The preſenc 
Pope,who leeks by all means and ways to add luftre 
and glory co that Court, which he thinks does con» 
fiſt much in the number of ſuch Miniſters as refade 
there on the behalf of other Princes, hath declared, 
that be ſhould be much pleaſed to have an Ambaſſa- 
dour from that Duke, as from a Prince to whom the 
Church is much-oblig'd : "This he made known os 
bliquely to Madam and the Duke her Son,who found 
it ficting to content his Holineſs herein,who would 
be willing likewiſe co add luſtrero chat Family,were 
there any of them at preſent worthy of the Purple, 
to lay the furer foundation for the poſtericy of che 
Chigizupon which a certain Marquis,de 1a Mojette,a 
very complete Cavalier,preſcnting himſelf at Kome 
in quality of Ambaſſadour, the Pqpe expreſs'd a 
great deal of ſatisfaGtion thereupon, 


The name of the Grand Duke of Toſcany is agree» 
able to the whole Court; the Pope eſteems him,and 
in the Confiftory hath more than once ſpoken of his 
Highneſs with a great deal of honour, perhaps be- 
cauſe being born his Subje&, and the moſt part of 
his kindred being within his juriſdi&ion, he believes, 
that as well out of the reſpe& co his birth, as from 
the conſideration of what may happen, he ought co 
have all that eſteem for him which he is worthy of. 
In which this Pope is more praiſe-worthy than the 

chree 
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three Popes his predeceſſors, which were Clement 
VIII, Paul V, & Urban the Vill, who although they 
were born in Teſcaxy, did fo utterly forget what 
they owed co their Country,and thoſe who were the 
Princes of it, that they could not be excuſed of in- 
oratitude 3 but becauſe it 1s the natural vice of 
Prieſts,few mcn refl:& upon it;zand nevertheleſs this 
is the cauſe char Princes chem(ſelves do not know 
whether they ought co be glad, that one of their 
SubjeQs 1s advanced to the Soveraign Eccleſiaſtical 
Dignity. 

Theſe two Princes for ſome other kind of inte- 
reſts receive not that fatisfa&ion which chey oughbr 
to have,he that commands at Rome never failing to 
claſh ſometimes with one of them, and ſometimes 
the other Prince, and that perhaps tolbew they are 
treated alike, and ſo the one hath no more cauſe to 
applaud the Government than the other.Bur for all 
this they negotiate confidently, and as both have 
the repiite of being prudent, they communicate 
and conſult togerher when thoſe two Courts have 
any thing of difference, which doth nor a hictle 
ſerve to preſerve and maintain their amity. 


Alchough che Genoeſe, after they had been ſome 
time without a Miniſter at Kome , becauſe in this 
Pope's time they had been,as it were,excluded from 
their pretences, have of late ſent one rhither with 
ſome hopes of being better heard for the future : 
yet I can hard]y believe thePope will innovate any 
thing in their favour, for fear of cauſing (ome di- 
ſturbanceamongſt the other Princes,whonot think- 
ing themſelves inferiour, would not ſuffer them to 
enjoy greater Prerogatives than themſelves. Every 
one ſaid at Rome, that this Republique deſiring 


more grandeur than ſhe already hath, would fud- 
. denly 
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denly disburſe ſome great (um to obtain it, which 
might thereupon be granted, by covering the Con- 
tract chey might make by ſome ſpecious prerence. 
All chis maybe; but che faireſt and the honeſteſt 


way, in my opinion , would be to ſuccour this Re- 
publique with their Squadrons , provided they did 


not require a greater acknowledgment for this than 
\were due. 


The Duke of Parma, after the fair words they 
have given him, finds they doin effe& deny the (a- 
tisfaCftion due to his juft defires , which tend to fur- 
niſh him wherewith ro redeem his Eftate of Caſtro 
2gain- | Gid not omit, having your Lordſhips Or- 
ders, ro acquit my (elf of thofe devoirs to which I 
was obliged , both by the juſtice of his cauſe, and 
your commands. Bur after they had. turned me e- 
very way with ambiguous words,f found that ſome- 
whac more effrEual was required to bring it co paſs. 
ſr cannot be deni'd in ecruth , bne they do very 
much wrong this Duke : for chough in the Apoſto- 
lIique Chamber they have made an A@ which ads 
judges this Eſtate forfeic, if he redeem it not with=- 
na certain prefixed time 3yer this Pope, of a mild- 
erand more temperate humor etc dE was, 
oughr rather to foilow the riiles of Equity than the 
rigour of the Law , by con{idering, that chis Eſtate 


5s worth twothirds more chan what it is engaged 
for, and that it coulJ nor happen in a worſer time 
for him co doit, than fince the Contrat was made, 
all Lombardy having been in Arms; and he moreo- 
ver neceſſitated ro ſecure that Eſtate at his own 
charges, alchough it were a Feof belonging to the 
Church, which hath been a very great expence to 
him. But when one treats with thoſe of the Apoſto- 
lique Chamber of any ching char concerns theirin- 
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tereſt, one can neither be heard, norever get any 


thing from them vpon the account of reaſon. lc 1s. 


therefore the intereſt of all Crowns, having conſi- 
cer'dthertenour of the clauſes of this Concra@ , to 
find out ſome way to relieve the Duke of this enor- 
mous grievance; and this would belt be done by che 
Spaniards, totake away all thoſe ſeeds of diſcord 


from Jraly, which might ariſe from the like diſcon- 


tents 3 which ſhould ic happen,the Spaniards would 
receive thegreateſt prejudice thereby,as having moit 
tolooſe. But one good word from the Pope makes 
chem pals by any thing , and keeps them from do- 
ingorſaying ought chat may diſpleaſe him in the 
leaſt: and I perceive already, that che new Ambal- 
{ador from Spain , D. Lewy Ponze de Leon ,1s come 
with a de{ign .not tonegotiate any thing but whac 
ſhall pleaſe the Pope ; and for this reaſon will per- 
mic the Duke to owe the whole obligation of this 
buſineſs to Strangers, who afcerwards, and that with 
reaſon, ſhall be recompenſed for it upon occalion, 


This which [ have (aid ofthe Duke of Parma,may 
be appli'd likewiſe tothe Duke of Modena , who al- 
ledges the greateſt reaſons in the world upon the 
Subje& of Comacchio, and what is annexed to it, 
This proceſs hath been depending before the Courc 
Tribunals above fixty years , and yet they cannot 
obrain a Sentence that the demands of the Houſe of 
Ejte are unjuſt , alichough che greateſt Lawyers of 
our times have uſed ſome Art to find out ſome plea 
thac might meke them let fall their pretences, or at 
leaſt weaken and invalidate them , and ſupport the 
Chamber's claim All that the Counſellors could 
do, whonever want evaſjons toſpin out a bulinels, 
hach been to prolong this ſame.And it hath hapned 


ſeveral cimes, when they were brought to terms of 
col 
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oncluding it, by (ſome fair compoſirion,et the ver! 
nick of time when they were juſt ending, chey hav« 
ſtarred ſome new exceptions ro unravel it againgin- 
ſomuch that this Suit hath laſted already, as 1 (aid, 
bove threeſcore years. But it were convenient, that 
at this time when the flames of an univerſal War 
are extinguiſhed, thele {parks which mighe perhaps 
bring all inco a combultion agvin,ſhould be pur our 
likewiſe ; and it were reaſonable too,thoſe Crowns 
ſhould employ their authority and power to make 
them leave off that baſe and vile avarice which is 
diſplealing to the whole world. Bur unlels they go 
about it roundly , and ſpeak cothe purpole 11 ex- 
preſs terms, laying atide al] civility , i will be ditti- 
culc co brirtg this 8bour , the affairs of the Chamber 
of Rowe being a Gult that ſwallows all one hach , 
and whence nothing can be redeemed no more than 
trom Hell. | 
The Duke of Mantova is held in ſome conſidera» 
tion at Rowe by reaſon of che Eltate he poſleſles , 
which ſhould oblige all Trelrans to with him profpes 
rity, as the Pope doth, who does herein agree wich 
the other Princes of Italy. But otherwiſe he cares 
lictle for this Court, by rraſon of the litcle butine(- 
ſes he hath tnere. Nor does the Court on their fide 
make any great reflexion on his perſon. They con- 
tier or look upon him as a Prince, who cannot do 
better than to follow the ſtream wich others,that is 
to ſay, accommodate himſelf co the Guſto of rhoſe 
who are the moſt puitjanc in 1ialy, and particularly 
your Signiory: for in keeping cloſe and well co her, 
he does at the ſame time dovell both for himtelf 
and the general good, | 
We are now come to the laſt, but moſt important 
Chapter of this Relation,in which | am co diſcover, 
both whac is in the Pope's mind concerning the in- 
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| terelts of your moſt Serene Republique, and whar | 


good may be hoped for from hiungor what hure may 
be feared,if ic (ſhould pleaſeGod to allow him a'lon. 
ger life than his conſticucion ſeems to promiſe, And 
if from the confident and familiar counverlation of 
a great Prince with the M:niſter of another , one 
may makea certain judgment of his intentions, [ 
cannot believe any other but that your Signiory 
may hope much from bim,nor things of that 1impor- 
tance or qualitythar you have juſt need of, bucacr 


leaſt ſuch chings as may futhce to mainrain a peace- 


able corrceſpondence,and beget mutual Offices of A- 
mity,ſtil! accompani'd with che hearty delires of be- 
holding each others profpericy: For, intruth, [ 
cannot ſay bur his Holineſs created with me with 
all kind of civility and good will; and as fc thote 
things which be judged blamcable, as ſuch aﬀions, 
as having been perhaps milreported , he thought 
worthy of cenſures he tath ever done nt wich (6 
much modeſty and circumſpeQion , 'that | frar [ 
ſhould erre ſhould | think otherwiſe : becauſe his 
Holineſs hath ever ſpoken of your ſage Govern- 
ment in-fair terins, having declared: it was guided 
and adminiſtred with much Jultice and Honelty, 
Yet | cook ::otice that he every day made (ome ſteps 
cowards the delign he had to oppoſe your Lord- 
ſhips wills; and though he never changed his cone 
of (ſpeech in tieating with me, yet ic was caſte toſce 
thac he had given place coſome (inifter impreſſions, 
which abated the good opinion he was wouc to have 
naturally forihis State, His ficlt words were upon 
my repreſenting co Rim the great and preiiing ne- 
ceſſities your Republique underwent by the expences 
of the War; chat your moſt Serene Lordihips would 
not accept of thoſe Propoſitions that might in part 
have ealed you 3 as that in ſuſpending ſome _ 
| | Reli- 
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Religious Orders , which being once effeFed, had 
much diminiſhed che Publique charge , there being 
yeta new way tobring abour chis benefit,if the Re- 
publique would but (uffer the Ecclelialtique Order 
by liccle and lictle co repairthe loſſes chey now ſus 
ftained by che alienation of cheir Eſtates , which 
might be done by revoking the Ordinance which 
forbad chat Order to purchaſe any ; upon which [ 
ſhall nor deſcanc any more, having written ſo much 
already thereof, that your moſt Serene Lordſhips 
have juſt cauſe cobetired : Bur whatever [ could 
ſay, it was impoſſible for me to perſwade him , but 
that chis Ordinance would produce the bad etfe&s 
he imagin'd. Somecime he would take occaſion to 
complain, chat there were ſuch diſputes and pra- 
Citrs between the chief Commanders of the Army, 
thatic hindred the Republique from being well ſer- 
ved;and chat themoneys were not well adminiſtred, 
tor chat thoſe that nianag'd it made ſo much profic 
themſelves , thatic much damnit'd the Publiquez 
and that the ſame Commanders leſs careful of do- 
ing their dury than of making advantage by way 
of I rade, of thoſe Commodities they cranſported 
tothe Levant , weiethe cauſe that the Publique , 
which required the entire application of her Coim- 
manders, received a great prejudice thereby. All 
which things withoue doubr proceeded from the 
Mouch or Pen of the Prior Bichi, who tohide or 
cloke his own defeAs,expoſed thoſe of others.From 
thence the Pope took occation to complain, that 
the Republique in her neceſſities made heraddreſs 
co none bur che Apoſtolique Chair , and he for his 
parc had no greater care than to furniſh them wich 
alhſtancezand rhat it every Prince, according tothe 
proportion of his power , would bur do as much as 
the Court of Rome,your Republique would be ſuffi» 
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ciently provided both for the Defenſive and the ' 

fenſive : and hereupon he began co make a long e- 
numeration of thoſe Charges the Apoſtolique 
Chamber was ſubje&co, and in this diſcourſe was 
full of equivocations, as I ſznt word co your moſt 
Serenc Lord(hips; he was larger than enough co tire 
any one. He ſaid moreover, that ac preſent the 
Peace was made between the two Crowns ; and if 
they could formerly find our Treaſure enough for 
a War whereby to ruine one another , they wighc 


berter doit co afliſt chis Republique , which was be- 


come the Frontier of all Chriftendom againit the 
Txrks : That your Signiory ought to have a great 
and particular confidence in the French, ſeeing the 
partiality ſhe had ſhewed for them , when ſhe gave 
them all the ſatisfation they defired, tacitly allu- 
ding to what I related that hapned about the Am- 
baſſador's Rocher. And thus we, only loſt cime in 
theſe diſcourſes at the laſt Audience, with little be- 
nefit to the Publique : but ic hath now been cer- 
tainly made known come, that if the Pope hath 
been hicherto {low in performing that devoir, more 
incumbent upon him than any other whatſoever , 
he will be yer {lower hereafcer, ſince he believes he 
hath gone farcher than any other in his obligati- 
ons of oppoling the common Enemy. This is thac 
which makes him unwilling to hear of the ſending 
an Extraordinary Ambaſſador to Rome, imagining 
he would go with the defign alſo of obtaining ſome 


extraordinary ſuccour : which, to ſay cruth, 1 ſee 


the Pope very little inclined to granc, not toſay , 
obſtinarely reſolved co retule it , beceuſe, indeed , 
there is no money. If chey think he will erett any 


Banques to ger it for them, I do not believeit 3 for 


beſides , his Holineſs pleaſes himſelf in expending 


what ariſes from che few there are in ſuch chings 
where- 
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v.acrein Ke takes 2 greatdelight, as in Buildings » and ador- 
ning of Church:Sxogether withall ccommodations tor his 
Iwelling-houſe : and if he ſhould diſpele himſelf to do 
{oirewhat more than orditary, I do 1:92 think he would uſe 
any other lizerality, bur what co{ts him acught , which 1s 
an increzte of the Impcfitions of the Clergy of this State » 
which is known to be already ſo bare, that hath noting 
left but the bones : and char js juſt a helping ot us with our 
own proxergoods,a'though it be not defired that we ſhould 
ſay fo at Kome ; for they would have us believe, that wbat- 
ever belongs tothe Prieſts, in what Country loever , ap- 
pertains to them. W hen the eime of my departure approach- 
ed, I found the Pope lomewhar more mild, He gave thanks 
to God again tor the Conclufion of the Peace, and ceftifi'd, 
that he had a better opinion of the affairs in the Levare 
tor ch: future , alleaging che reaſon which I have noted » 
which was » that his heart told him, that your Republique 
would never lay down their Arms till they had defeated the 
Turks , and obtained ſome Ggnal ViRtory over chem. [ 
gueſs, that he ſaid this to me , onely to encourage your 
Lordſhips » that fo they might refuſe any kind of Treaty 
that might be prejudicial ro Chriſtendom 3 or perhaps he 
propounded ſome League to him elf , ether wih the Impe« 
rial Court, or that of Poland : I cannot aver this, but I 1n- 
cline co b-lieve the flilt rather,becauſe the Pope would hard- 
ly find any Princes in thoſe parts that would conhide in his 
promiſes; nor would they engage themſelves 1n any enter- 
P.1Zc withou: a ſum 1n handzthat might aſſure chem not to 
be deſerted, wheu they were once enter'd upon it. At iny 
departure, after he had much tood upon my prailes, where: 
in 1 had rather he would have been more ſparingy provided 
he had ſhewed himielf more liberal in his favours cowards 
your molt Serene Republiquey he enjoyred me ro rememoer 
torepreſent theſe four thinzs to you * The fiitt, That you 
ſhould endeayour to ſuppreſe » or rake up thoſe differences 
atth2: Tribunal ofche Iuguifition ar P:dsz , which are (t1]] 
"| ia comtetts tothe grear ſcandal of all thote that hear of that 
matcer : His Holinels cold it me yult to , without any re> 
| flexion on it But when your Signory reſouyes to _ 
wit 
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Awiwnu Me intere{is, there muſt be19me. importan, ta{ct 
f that'ſha!l induce you thereto. This order was very unplea- 
.fingto me , becauſe it concerns a matter not ſuitipg at al: 
with my genius, and about which much noiſe hath been 
—_”.. 

The ſecond, That the ſecuricy of the No vigation in the 
Aadriatique Sea ſhould be more carefully look'd after; for 
he complained, that there was no Trade in ihe port of A#- 
con » the Merchants not being ſecure 11 their paſſage with 
their goods, by reaſ2n of the Reprilals thoſe Pirars of D-l- 
cigno do make , who from time to time rove about to make 
their robveries , allarning the whole Coa{ts of the Aar: 4s 
He added that if during the continuance of the War with 
the 7 rk « your Signiory would ſuffer them to.keep two 
Gallies inthe Port of A co, it ſhould be done as ſoon 2s 
the Squadron returned from the Lewants 

The third , Thatit would pleaſe your Lordſhipsto for- 
bear interpoſing their Judzmznts in matters Ecclchaltical , 
as they do from time to time, which offends and infringes 
the Ecclehaſtical JuriſdiQion , and makes them run them- 
{elves into cenforious inferences , not minding the dilgraces 
hapning daily thereupon : He preſſed me much to oblige 
you likewiſe to moderate lome of vour Ordinances. 

The fourth , That your Signiory wou'd favour the'Fa- 
ther Jeſuits with their prote&tion in thoſe occurrences that 
may happen, becauſe the iceds of that hatred conceived a” 
gain{t chem, remaining yer in the hearcs of ſome that do not 
well know them, it may be eafie, butit would prove no act 
of generolity , ſaid the Pope to me4to lay ſome ambuſh by 
calumny or impoſtures againſt they which areto be look*d 
upon with an indifferent eye » and being found out ſhould 
be repulſed. I promiſed to obſervepunt&ually what hs Ho- 
lineſs had commanded me, and to reprelent whar he d. fired 
to your Lordſhips. You may be pleaſed to ſee and conh- 
der wherein you can favour his Holineſs z having to great 
judgment as cannoterrez which concluded his laſt Audl- 
ence, adding thereto his Paternal Benediction which he be- 
Rowed upon your Lordſhips and my le}f, with his beſt 
wiſhes > and a preſage of yictories and perperual profpert» 
ties, P. 8 


